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€& FT hes often been faid,” fays Mr Paine, peti, 
“¢ that any Bays may be proved from the bible,” | 
and it appears he has fully entered into the belief of this 
do&trine, and gone a little further, I apprehend, than 
few, if any, before him him ever thought of going, ~ 
even to the making it a imonfter tw the devouring its 
own production Its own felf ! ; 
Whatever contentions fome commentators may have 
had about fome particular parts of the bible, they have 
generally agreed, that the pureft truths were to be found 
there. It is poflible formen to differ in their judgments 
about fome things, and yet fall into an union of fen- 


timent in others; hence Mr P.’s former antagonifts 
could «« contend and wrangle” about their own opi- 
nions, but unite“ jp ¢ 


) elling their readers that ‘Thomas ~ 
Paine underltands not” the bible. ’ Perhaps there was 


fome truth in it. But he is become wifer finee the firfk ~ 
part of his dge a Reafon was publithed, and it is in, 
the fecond part that we are to difcover it. 

“ Now tnilead of waiting time,” fays this gentle~ 
man, p- 2, “* men ought to know, and if they do not, it 
is civility to inform them, that the firlt thing to be un. 

ler(tood 1s, whether there is fufficient authority for be. 
lieving the bible,” &c. This iskind. But in anfwer 
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tothis, it is tobe obferved. that they do know, and, as 


far as is fati fa€tory to their own minds, are fully per 
Juaded that it is the word of God 37 yerdo they nat 


decli fiveltigation, confciouws that truth appears the 
brivhte! and mot agreeable, when the clofelt examin- 
ed, and bet known. . 
“* “There are,’ fay you, fame page, <* matters in 
that book,. faid to be done by the exp refs comm end of 
God that are thocking to humanity,’ &c. Here Mr 
P. feenss not fo civil, but atraigns the Almighty and 
»  paifes fenience, proncuacing him guilty of the greateit : 
) cruelties, and ranking him ‘among ailaffins of th , 
‘ Dloodie(t nature! However in anfwer to th: fe, and al 
ig fuch heavy charges avainit God_and the bible I only 
defire, and think no reafonable d:il can well refufe 
me, the foll wing propolitiuns by which 1 trait to 
take all «he attributes of God harmonize in all the ya- 
Tious apparently dreadful things ihat are affixed to him,” 
er executed by his orders, in ‘he bible, viz. - ‘ 
‘4. That there is a God, and that he is fupreme over Y 4 
all, juft, wife, and wood. 2. That the carth is hiswvorke 4 ys 
Znanthip, and at his difpofal. 3. That man and beat 
are his creatures, and he has an abfolute right over 
them. 4: That man has an immortal {piri , capable 


Mr Paine proceed, faine page, < It is not the an- 
tiquity of a tale that is any evidence of its truth,” &c. 


This we admit if o her evidences are wanting ; but that 
this is the cafe refpe@iny the f{eriptures remains to be: ; 


Proved ; and thar the reverts is true, will be inade E 
trust fullicrently to appear Li may be faid of antiquity 
a of thing: in general, it has is ufes and abufes. “he 
bible does not plead for the errors or defeGts of anti- 
Quity, or wriiten truths would ucver haye taken place © 
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~of oral traditions ; “ner would the New Tell: 


fhould protei) againtt it. “But the dodtrines of the bible 
are of fo equalizing a nature, and its maxims fo fullof 
benignity to all men, that équal violénce mutt'be done 
to force it to ferve fuch purpofes, as 10 the mind of 2 
rational, unprejudiced perfon, not to believe it to be of 
God. The antiquity of the bible is jully made ufé of 
by us in this day as a proof of the gocdnefs of Gud to 
men in remote ages of the world, and to thew; Wherein 
3t concerns us in fimilar things, how far an old tried 
_ friend is to be preferred to a fufpedted ranger. But 
-Jet_us fee with what propriety Mr P> makes’ ufe of the 
Gntiquity of the bible to overturn it. ‘* The’ origin Of | 
every nation,” fays he, fame page, ‘© is buried in fa- 
“pulous tradition, and that of the Jews as much fo as any 
other.” ~I’never knéw this before refpecting this peo- 
‘ple, I do not believe it. Who thathas read hitiory wilk 
credit this gentleman here ? On the contrary, the Jews 
asa nation are as well known, as to their origin, laws, 
agovernment, and country ; yea more fo than any nation 
vpon earth. And what is more, we are indebted to 
them for the trueit accotints of the rife and fall of the 
‘molt diftinguifted empires ever exifing. But Mr PL 
{cts off here on wrong premifes, and with millaken no 
tions of things. Was he treating of a people, the re~ 
cords of whofe country were loi, or had never been 
written, what he fay might appear to have fome weiglit: 
but 2s they ‘now ttand, and ftand fo fair én the annals of 
“time, we Cannot adimit of his conclufions. For, 1. 
Thafe things Mr P. calls ancient, were written when 
nei, Jrefb s Yea, while fome were living bss hole fhames 
and condua, both good and bad, were mentioned. I¢ 
this peopld had not'believed it to be the will of God, 
ethat an hitory of thofe things fhould be t ade and kept, 
would they have fiifered the wrilers, fo much to their 
sdifgrace, to have phere 5 giving am account Of their 
" 2 
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abje&t ftate, their deliverance ; and faft following im- 
piety and ingratitude? What nation-ever fet off before 
or fince, in publifhing its own fhame ; or hiftorians, in 
declaring their own defe&ts ? A proof, an indubitable 

roof to me, of the authenticity of bible hiftory. 

ut further, iftheir polterity, and I hope Mr P. will 
adinit there is fuch, had not believed the accounts to be 
really true, they would “have found means to have de- 
firoyed the whole, or expunged the difagreeable and in- 
droduced foinething more to the credit of themfelves and 
progenitors. But as a further proof. 2, Firm in the 
belief of the ancient books of Mofes and their’ author, 
their records haye been iinproved and enlarged after the 
fame manner, where we have details of their cultoms, 
crimes, and misfortunes. Strange that from ‘amone 
theinfelves none ever rofe to find out the cheat and dif 
coyer the impoftor. Nay, that eyen the moft remark- 
able body of diffenters amoneft them, the Sadducces, 
fhould give the fulleft credit to the five books of Mofes, 
3, Many otherwriters have borne teltimony of very an_ 


cient date to the reality of Mofes and his writings. Stiiz’ 


4 admit the fcriptures, owing to the diftance of time, 
may appear in many refpeés doubtful. So, from 
various changes, does the hiltory of pat times among 
ourfelves, appear almoft incredible. To all hiftories 
wwe owe a degree of implicit faith, if we would receive 
the facts of pat ages ; ihould that be denied, we ma 

doubt every thing, and confider ourfelves as the firft of 
our own fpecies that has been, and the laft that will be 

Who fo capable of giving us an account of Britain nearly 
2000 .years ago, as Julius Carfay ? The hiftory of the 
Jews commenced with the uation, and Was executed [5 

one, who, under God, was the inftrument of Railing fA 
to that dignity. The lapf of thoufands of years cannot 
invalidate truth ; truth grows not old ; truth knows no 
decay. What then was true in Mofes? day, muft be 
true in ours as to the things of that wra, “This is what 
Mr P. fhould have attended to, but has not, hence is he 
Dewildered and bewilders others, and with all this hoft 
of the moft farisfa@ory evidence that thir gs done before 
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ive exifted can have, he openly declares them falfe. Bat 
ty! edi can foch'a man himfelf expe&t? Does he 
eRecanfe he denies Mofes that tribute, the pre- 
e will the ‘ore readily pay it him? Tt is tobe 
laniented we fulfer ourfelves to be fo ealily deceived, 
and novel y is very engaging ; but L truft, after all, we 
fre not fo foon rallied out of our fenfes, he&tored out of 
our bibles, nor {0 eafily bullied into a fyftem no ways 
Jikely to make us wifer, happier, better men, or better 
citizens. | ede 2 

«© Having premifed thefe things,” fays Mr°P. p> 55° 
«* J proceed to examine the ‘authenticity of the bible, 
and begin with what js called the five books of Mofés, 
Genefis,” &e. My intention,” adds he, ‘« is to fhew 
that thofe books are fpurious, and that Moles is not tHe 
author, and that they were not written for feveral hun= 
‘dred years after. the time of Mofes. The evidence L 
‘fhall produce in this is from the ‘books themfelves. E 
“will confine myfelf to this evidence only.” &c. Moft 
proper, and what we with ; we defire nothing more, 
and fhall purfie the fame plan in humbly attempting to 
fupport them. pee 

« Firft place,” fays Mr P. page 6. ‘¢ there is no af- 
firmative evidence that Mofes is the author of thofe 
Hooks,” &c. Let us fees What do you mean by ‘af 
firmative evidence?” Es not the affirming, or aflertinge 
thing to be the work of any perfon, aflirmative evidence? 
It certainly is, But will yon fay that thofe books are 
no where afferted or affirmed to be Mofes’?’) Locls 
at the beginning of each book, and then fay if you 
can, ‘‘ there is no affirmative evidence?” you may as 
well fay,. there is no fun in the firmament. Befides, 
affirmative evidence is one of the moft futile, and the 
Jeaft to be depended upon in the world. How many af- 
firmative falfehoods are there as to authors among us? 
Flow many affirmations have we in the ge oy Rea ort 
qhat the © bible is full of fies,” &e. &c, Lhe moft valid 
4nd fati:fa@toryjevidences axe contemporary, and fueceed. 
ing petfons of credit, a whom we have hinted at, 
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and fhall-take more notice of them by and by; teftifying 
of Mofes and the books that go by his name. 

The next objection is ‘ the ftyle and manner,” pes 
“Yo caft fome light upon this we {hall confider the place 
in which Mofes ftood. He wasa public fun@lionary; 
called by Jehovah and entrufted with his pleafure and 
defigns to a very high degree, and commiffioned to make 
thefe known tothe people. Confider this man then inthis 
fituation, dealing forth laws and rules, the moft obnox~ 
dous to the unbridled paffions of a licentious multitude, 
with the fevereft penalties-annexed: and at the faine 
time the public executor of God’s will in thofe ftatutes, 
living among the people, daily expofed to their threats 
and murmurs, often infulted with the approbrious term 
of tyrant, &c, ‘This being the cafe, who can wonder 
xt, or find fault with, Mofes for adopting the third per~ 
fon in ftyle, and ufing every mean in his power to give 
the moft folemn fanétian to the orders. of God, and to 
his own appointment, in frequently faying, “© The Lord 
Said unto Mofes 2” &c., &c. I appeal to. the world i¢ 
the *¢ ftyle and manner” {peak not more, things being 
thus, for the books than any other could.do. But in 
the next place I appeal to-the bible. It would be al. 
Mmoft endlefs to enumerate all the paffages in the fame 
ityle, from Lfaiah to:Malachi both included. But I 
Peal to the books themfelves. ‘Mz Paine fa: 
#<'The whole of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, 
the third perfon, it is always The Lord faid unto Mofes,? 
&c. “What, the « whole, always ©” Is not the third 
perfon fome times ufed? Is it not Several times ufed 
and that toon one chapter,.in a folemn. manner both 16 
God and the people, at a very particular time when the 
credit of Moles both as a magiftrate and Prophet was at 
diake? Permit me, Sir, to recommend to your perufal 
the 16th chapter of Numbers, and pardon me if L add, 
you muft cither deny the clearcft truths, or your. own 
aflertions ; you and your friends nuft either believe the 
bible, or plain, direét, barefaced falfehoods, To prove 
the books enuine, and the works of Mofes, 1 have fur- 
ther to add, 4, Mofes was the moft qualified for thar 
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wwork.of. any man then living. - 5. The>titles of the 
books {peak for. him, and he is mentioned by mame as a 
principle agent in the affairs they treat of, through Ex- 
odus and the three following books, in the firft, fecond, 
and third perfon, as circumftances required, and is faid 
to have written certain parts at particular times, Exod. 
xxiv. 4. Deut.xxxi. 22, 24. Jofhma viii, 32. -6: He 
is quoted in the Old and New Teftament as David and 
the other prophets are, Pfalms.cv..and. cyi. Mark xii.. 
19 John v..46, &c., &c.. et ; 

To clear Mofes from the charge of being a ‘ cox= 
comb” from the folitary fentence,, Numb. xil..3. Now 
the man Mofes was very meck above all men,: &c. p. 6. 
1. Mofes; by the command of God, chofe a fucceflors. 
Numb, xxvii. 18. &c. “Fofhua in whom is: the Spirit, 
&c. Now as Jofhua had been Jong famous among the 
people, Mofes-might have employed him as his amanu- * 
enfis, and he might, in defence of Mofes, by God's 
authority, to juftity his infulted feryant at that remark 
able time,. for fo it feems,. verfe 1, &c. chap. xii. add, 
ina parenthefis, as is the cafe, even while Mofes was 
living, and no-difparagement to him fuffering it to re= 
main, Now the man Mofes, &c.. Or, 2. He might 
have done it after Mofes’ death, by way of reproof to, 
the people; and as an eulogium on his predeceffor, 

Refpedting the authenticity of the book of Deuter- 
onomy, it is: to be obferved,, 1. Mofes’ name is at it : 
the fame as at the four preceding. Yet Mr P. fays, 
“ Tt isan anonymous. work.” . But he might as well 
Have faid, It is not in the bible. 2. There is fuch an 
aflinity of ftyle and matter between this book and the 
three preceding, that plainly difcover it to be the work 
of Mofesas affirmed. 3. Mofes fpeaks here much in the 
way Mr P. {aid the others wanted to prove ther to be 
his writing, in the firft perfon. But Mr P. feems to ad. 
mit it to be the work of ‘ fome Jewith prieft who lived” 
about ‘350 years after Mofes.” Mr P. might be led to 
think fo, becaufe Mofes here confirms the order of priefts, 
But does not Mr Paine by this admit of a fyftem of 
divinity among this people, and of “ Jewilh” divi 
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nity too ? Now'as it is tiniverfally allowed ty that nia- 
tion and others, that fhe theslogy of Mofes only prevail: 
‘ed, MrP. muft either terra “and admit of the received 
opinion of Mefés and his writings, or elfe prove to us 
whofe religious tencts this people followed ‘720 years 
after the time of Mofes,” which he pleafes, Lafily, 
“for the honour of Déteronomy, our bleed Lord anfwer. 
ed his and our grand adverfary in his attacks from this 
book. Sed Matt. chap. iv. 4. Deut. viii. 3. Matt. tv. 
7. Deut. vi. 16. Matt. iv. 10. Dent. vi, 12. & x. 20, 
1 do not worder'at Deifis having fich a Pigue at this 
facred book, ‘fince it ‘has "been fo fuccefsfully ufed it 
filencing hell itfelf, aR 
Page zo. Mr Paine takes ‘notice of <« hiftorical ang 
chronological ertors,” which I fhall particularly notice 
when we come to the book of Ezra, a aN 
As to the book of Genefis itis a record of things priér 
to Mofes, hence he appears there only as a reporter, 
“With regard to the fubjeét or things related, Mr Paitle 
forgets himfelf when ‘he cails them « abfurdities, > 
downright lies,” and Jofes fight of the great defion. y, 
To inform men of the caufe of the diforder of their nas 
‘tures, and the diforder in the world. 2. By the fonges 
‘vity of the antediluyians, propagation and protection éf 
their fpecies. 3. And Tach to remain as living chros 
icles of things and ‘changes both divine and human, 
Which inftead of being * abfurdities,'” 8¢c, are thing's 
worthy of a God. ’ 
« The bible,” fays Mr P.* is filled with murders,* 
p. 11. And p, 16; 16, he fays, “ After this detefta. 
‘ble order-—in thort, the matters contained jn this chap. 
ter, (Numb. XXXi.) as well as many other parts of the 
‘bible, are too horrid for humanity to read, or decency to 
‘bear—it isa book of lies, wickednefs and blafphemy.” 
So, and all this liberty istaken under @ pretence to cleat 
30d, and overturn the bible. Let us fee, without tak 
ing notice at prefent of other parts of this pamphlet, of 
the fame fioures of blafphemous invedtives, abufe an 
flander, and language too bad to be written but with 2 
Yew tebe overthrown, I beg leave to call Mr P.’s ate 
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tention. Sir, ie muft certainly have forgotten what 
you have read, for againft thefe things are the cannons of 
its law exprefsly levelled, and upon the aggreffors have 
its judgments been poured, as individuals, families, ci- 
ties, nations—a World, can witnefs; in the execution of 
which, the hue and cry has been impioufly raifed againft 
it, its author and thofe employed. Was ever any thing 
more ftrange? Its authenticity; its morality, its very 
juftiee, or rather God’s has been impeached, who to 
keep his word in authority, has been obliged at times to 
exercife his juftice’in the punifhment of offenders, and 
_ which a&ts of juftice being recorded to deter others, you 
ares call *¢ horrid,” ‘¢ murders,” &c. But further, 
to ju tify heaven’s conduét, and wipe your indecent af- 
perfions off from God and the bible, I refer you to: 
the propofitions laid down, page 6. We then begin 
with the Canaanites. You muft know, Sir, thefe were 
God’s creatures, had offended ; he had ‘borne long with 
them, they {till ftood out, fiubborn and difobedient ; le 
would bear no longer." How fhall he punith, and pu- 
nith beft ? He foon determines, and_let all admire, ‘a 
threefold juftice done. ‘There is an injured and infult- 
ail people, long the degraded vaffals ofan enemy to God 
andman. ‘Lhefé fhall. be delivered—'Tis done, they 
are brought forward, and their oppreflors are buried in 
the fea. Oppofing nations {hall feel the effets of God 
being with them 5 and in obedience to his will, they 
{hall infliét vengeance on his rebels, and afterwards take 
pofleflion of the alienated efiates. Who in all this fhall 
fay, What daft thou? Yes, but little children,” &e. 
Your wrought-up feelings here, Sir, are futile, put on, 
ut on to win on perfons unfufpiciovs. of your views, 
that with the greater grace you may vent your fpleen 
upon the bible. But, 1. Has not God a right to do. 
with his own as he pleafes? 2. All mutt go to prevent 
contamination, and in this his goodnefs and wifdom are 
confpicuous, it being obvious to all, that youth foonelt 
contaminates youth. 3. Little children would be better 


done for. 
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» But, Sir, in your impeachinent’ of God's «© moral 
juftice,” for ordering or fuffering fach things, you 
have only done your work by halves 5 let me alfilt you. 
There are] evils now exifting between which and your 

» lamented Canaan murders, there is as great'a difference 
as between the twilight and the fun at noon, Look'at 
yonder cities in flames, where only four efeape ; need I 

‘bame a Sodom ? a Gomosrha? A little farther ‘back, 
and you may fee our race extirpated excepting eight. j 
What havock there? Millions on millions, from bloom-. | 
“ing infancy to withered age, all fwept at once away } 

mournful fiory |) For this fhall God efcape your cén- 
fure ? But {top---Were itin our power to collect toge- . 
‘ther from all the abodes of wretchednefs earth’s fifering | 
mortals, and'place them for a moment in your fight and ‘ 
hearing, what would you fay of ** inoral juftice”? then ? 

vat are your Canaan fcenes to thefe; to thefe that 
wow exift? Or could the curtains of the damned be | 
drawn, I principally mean fallen angels, and you '‘dif- | 

-cover that group depi& in woe, Referved in chains of 
darknefs, 8c. veer i here, perhaps, your faith will 
faulter, if fo Yl ftop. But, Sir, upon a retrofpeQive 

‘view what think you now ef God? Your fyftem leaves 
you in the dark: deifin, like the Heathen oracles of 

old, is here ftruck duinb, Let me them afift you. Aid \ 

‘firft, I recurto the fupremacy of God, and this fiate as , a 

-difordered. 2. I obferve that all God’s attacks upiin 
is creatures have been forced upon him, as it were, ip, 

vhis own defence; this truth he proclaims in the ears OF 
earth and heaven. Hear him then, Sir, and fuffer him 
tofpeak. And God Sdus that the ‘witkedne/s of than was 
great, &c. &e. Genefis chap. vi. 5, 6, 7, Gen. xix, ' 

13, &c. Deut. xviii. g.---12. His infized honour, 

and deeply violated laws demanded ‘vengeance, which, 

after repeated warnings, he was pleafed to take by 
flood, by fire, and fword, With tegard to the pre- 
ent calamities on earth know, ‘Sir, that 1. We ate 
taivace of rebels, in grand attack againtt heaven itfelf: 
¢ all gone afide, there 1s none that doeth go0l, no 
ney in comparifon. Pfal. xiy. 3». 2, Vhofe fu 
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ferers amongft us, are,.as it were, ftate prifoners taken: 
With weapons in their hands, or are the defcendant: of 
atiainted criminals. 3. Many of thefe, when inaiter® dre 
red up, will ceafe to foffer. Thefe are what we 
learn from feripture, and from fa@s, which are daily ~ 
Paffing betore us, from whence alfo we learn fubmiffion 
and gather comfort, refigning ourfelves to God, from 
which, you, cruelly unkind, would draw our aif-Gions, 
and again{ft.whom you would fet our hearts! Heavens 
forgive you, and fet you right! 

Wath regard to thofe I hinted at, Referred in chains, 
&e. their fiifering isthe ef G ut their temerity. May * 
we fear, left we allo tur ours be made fharers in their 
pun jnment 1 ; 

Things b-ing thus, I traft it appears evident tu all 
thar My Paine has miftaken the character ot God, and’. 
the nature of his word, which has led him f unbecom- 
ingly and irrevently to treat thei as he has done; and: 
his inattention to the piety, faithfilnefs and fation of 
Mofes, has induced him unmercitully to affix to his 
character, that of ‘© moft horrid,” p.145 and unfeel= 
ingly ranking hiin, p. 15, ‘¢ among the moft deteftable , 
of villains- A 

{now pals on to p. !8, where Mr Pi fays, ** T pro- 
ceed to the book of J fhua, and to thew that Jothua is 
not the author, tha i is anonymotis. | The evidence I 
fhall produce is contained in the book itfelf ; Twill ‘pot 
eo out, of the bible for proot againfithe bible.”? “Whis 

; P. has atten promifed, and which J have attended, and _ 
fhall tenacioutly adhere, to in fopporting that book Mr 
Pp.'s objections ‘are, 1.1 “ is written in the third 

erfony < Fis, Jofhua’ 85 * fame was nafed through = 
aut all the ccumry.” B. .. And, . Dhat there are 
aha referred io that ¢ uld only belong to the times af- 

: fo(hy? sdeath. 1, Here Mi P.a inthe cafe«f the 
fey eding books, fers off with a fiory, when he fays, 
Pp a j; anonymous,” for on the very face of it fiands,, 
oh in the Hejrew and Wnglith, 7 he Back of Fofaua. 
By [hat he was a writer, she book declares, chap. xxiv. 


ve an eck etre! esi 5 aay 
ao, 3° Lhe third pesfon as 1 have-proved, is propere 
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eft, and the prophetic ftyle. 4..The firft perfon is 
often ufed, and that too on the moft folemn occafions, 
chap. xviii. 23, and part of the xxivth chapter. What 
a barcfaced way is this of forging ftories, and fupport- 
ing error ! 1 


With regard to what is faid of things after his death, © 


we fhall clear up with every thing of the kind in other 
books, by and by. As to Mr P.’s inveGtives and flour- 
ifhes, p 18. &c. amount to this, That he often for- 
gets himfelf, the great Agent, caufe and time; and alfo 
that the language was adopted to the received philofophy 
of the age. 

The book of Fudees we aliow to be a¢ Mr P. fays, 
p- 21. “ anonymous.” And what then ? Does that im- 
ply it had no author? Or that truth wants the name of a 
man to make it valid and give it fan@tion? And what 
has Mr P. got by it? Nothing, but that for once he has 
fpoken the truth. But what are the friends to revela— 
tion advantaged by jt? Much, for, 1. It goes to fup- 
port Jofhua and the books of Mofes. 2. It afferts the 
great wickednefs of the Canaanites whom God deftroy_ 
ed. 3. It proves that the judgments which came upon 
the I {rzelites afterwards were owing to their difobedience 
to God’s revealed will: 

‘As to the book of Ruth, p. 23. Mr P. is full of his 
low wit and fcurrility, which we leave him to enjoy, 
and that as he attempts not todifproveit, I fhall only juft 
obferve, he fees not the defign. It is to harmonize the 
ways of God, and unite circumf{tances, all tending to 
clucidate the facred ftory, irate the lineage of the 
Redeemermthro’ the family of Boaz and Ruth, to thew. 
his connection with both Jew and Gentile. 

“© T come now,” fays Mr P. PABE 23. “ to the two 
books of Samuel,” which he adds are « anonymous, and 
without authority.” In anfwer, 1. The hooks have 
his name in front. 2. He was a writer, 1 Sam. x. 25. 
3. The firft book is written in the firft andthird perfon. 
Butafter all, whether he wrote fome Or none of the firft 
“book, it cannot invalidate the hiftory as the books ftand. 
But, fays Mr P. «© The fecond book of Samuel 


begins 
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with an account of things that did not happen _till-four 
years after Samuel was dead,” p, 25. Anfwer. 1- 
fe is allowed that Samuel could not write the latter part 
of the firft, nor any part of the fecond of thofe books. 
Yes, but the fecond hashis name ; I grant it; fo has that 
of Ruth her name, but fhe was never confidered as the 
writer. But obferve, 2. The fecond book goes on 
with the thread of the {tory begun in the firft, in which 
Samuel had a&ed fo diftinguithed a part. 3..The fe-. 
cond has, with the firft book, the addenda of Book of 
Kings. But, Sir, ‘you took no notice-of this; no, as 

ou are no friend to the name, you aifo knew it would ° 
not fuit your purpofe. But thus are you again detec - 
ted, and inftead of being as you fay ‘¢ anonymous,” both ; 


books ftand fair on the records ct time, with a double 
title: ; “4 
With regard to the two books of Kings and the two 
books of Chronicles, you confefs, p- 26. that ** It is 
impoflible for us to know, what degree of credit to give - 
to the matters releted therein,” &c. . Implying, efpe— 
cially from your mode of teafoning, that fome degree of 
credit is due ; being myfelf fatisfied, ‘and letting others” 
think for themfelves, I fhall give you time to confider ° 
who perhaps may again be what you once were, a lover™ 
of the bible. Flowever, we-have canfe to be thankful 
for the many facred injunétions, inftru@ions and en-- 
couragements we find there, bearing analogy with and 
confirming the other facred books already confidered.’ 
Although thofe books treat much of war and bad men, it 
nuft be allowed there is much there to be learned of Gad’s” 
overnment over both kings and ftates. We have likewife ’ 
to adore the great Supreme, that where our falvation is’ 
moft concerned, things are the mofi clear and plain. 
Page 33.) Mr P, begins with Bzra, and acknowledges 
the book to have been « written immediately after the 
Babylonith captivity,” adding “« Izra, one of the per- 
fons who returned, it is probable, wrote the account of> 
that affair,” page 35. This is enough. Here'we have 
no trouble to prove the writer, time, &c. In like 
manner Mr P. bears his teftimony to the reality of Me- 
: G i 
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hemiah, fame page, but adds, “ Thete is juft as much 
of the word of Goi in thofe books, as there is in any ot 
the hiftories of France or England.” I obferve, 1 
There is much to be learned of the government &° 
goodnefs of Gad in the hiftories of both nations, by 4 
Pious contemplative mind, though but feldom noticed 
bY the writers. 2. In thefe books you may learn much 
of God: 1. How he afflifted a people he loved for their 
fins. 2. How he fulfilled his fervants prediftions, and 
delivered this people again from their diftrefs and enc- 
mics. : 

But Mr P. complains of contradiction or error in 
Ezra’s enrolment of the families which returned, p- 26. 
«© The writer begins hisenrolment in the following 
manner: chap. ii. ver. 3. °° The children of Parofh, 
two thoufend ene hundred. feventy and two,” &c,. mak- 
ing “ a total at the 64th verfe,” of Marty and two thou- 
Said three hundred and threefcare.” * But,” adds’ Mr 
P. «© whoever will take the trouble of cafiing up the 
feyeral particulars,” fubjoined, « will find that the 
total is but 29,818, fo that the error is 12,542. and 
exclaims, ‘© what certainty then can there be in the bi- 
ble for any thing #” 

We mult look into the bible itfelf. At the 59th 
verfe, fame chapter, we are told, And thefe were they 
which weit up from Lal-melab, Tel-harfa, Cherub, Ad- 
dan, and Immer ; but they could not foew their father’s 
houfe, and their feed, whether they. were of [frael. And 
at the 61ft and 62d verfes, it is further faid, And of the 
children of the priefts : the children of Habaiah, the 
children of Kox, the children of Barzillat,—the @ fougth 
their regifter among thife that were reckoned by genealovy, 
but they were nat found. So it feems that thofe only 
who were pure Ifraelites were regiftered. Tt is faid, 
ver. 64, The whole congregation together was 42,360. 
Now allowing the above feven families, verfes sg and 
6, to have had upon an average about 2000 each, and 
this is not at all improbable, feeing the children of Pa- 
rafb amounted to 2172, and Mr Painé himfelf fecms to 
have feennothing unaccountable in this ftatement, there 
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willbe about.14,0¢0). nearly 1500 more than this gen~ 
‘tlerman wants to make Ezra’s number compleat, and his 
account true. In all controverfies, it isa received ax- 
jom, that, to do juftice and thew candour,, we are not to 
raife difficulties where a thing appears -at firft fight du- 
Sious ; but if there remains a probable way of folving 
jt, it-will rele honour on the antagonift to find it gut, 
and combat that. © But if he paffes it by, endeavours to 
-keep it out of fight, or feeks to cover it, fhould it be 
brought to light, and into the fervice and {ypport of the 
fubje& contefted, how’ deficient of candour, fair reafon- 
ing, and even juftice itfelf, muft fuch an.opponent ap-~ 
ear ? How frnitlefs, empty and vain muft all his argu- 
“nents be raifed from fuch premifes ? How applica- 
ble this is to Mr P. on the prefent occafion, I leave for 
the judicious to determine. But to return. 
So far it appears Lzra fpoke the truth, and deferves 
our credit. -But next comes 
Nehemiah, who Mr P. fays, p. 39, © in ike man- 
ner, gives a lift of the returned families, and of the num- 
ber of each’fainily.” However this gentleman gives us 
here a proof thet he himlelf is not infallible. He ob- 
ferves that Nehemiah reckons, chap. vii. ver. 8, « The: 
children of Paroth,two thoufand three hundred and feyenty 
two.’’(fecond edition) Now my bible tells me, at the fame 
place, “ Thechildren of Parofh, two thoufand one hundred 
feventy and two.” EF will not retort upon him here, 
only obferve, that men fond of finding out faults in 
others, {hould-be very careful to avoid them themfelves 5 
for they look far worfe in fuch than in any body elfe. 
But to clear up thefe difficulties, 1. Nehemiah feems 
to have numbered the people after they had been at Je- 
rufalem fome time, Nebein. chap. vil. 5, 2. “The re- 
gifier he mentions might be an improved copy, for itis 
certain that many regulations in families took place after 
Ezra wrote thé firft account, which feems to have been 
done in. Babylon on the people’s fetting out; for it appears 
Ezra did not.go up with them, but fome of the princes. 
Yizra ii. 1,2. He followed fome time after, Ezra vii. 6. 
3, The deficiency in ee number may he 
: 2 : a eg 
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made up in the fame way, alluded to in Ezra, fecing 
there are the fame reafons, Neh. chap. vii. ver. 61, 63, 
64. 4. Both accounts may be true; the one when the 
people fet off from Babylon, and the other, after they 
had been a while at Jerufalem, and things had been re- 
gulated by thofe two ative men. : 

*— Now, though Mr Paine fays, p. 37, “ Thefe wri- 
ters nay do well enough for bible-makers, but not for 
any thing where truth and exa&tnefs are neceffary, I 
zm happy to find, that, after all, thefe cs bible-makers,' 
anuft ftand fair in their reputation, with every candid, 
ampartial infpe&or of the bible. I hope it will not be 

* deemed impertinent} as this gentleman is fo fond of ex- 
ulting over thefe, and other ancient Worthies, if I ob- 
ferve here, that he really feems to be cither a bad man, 
having adefign upon the public, ora thoughtlefs Inan un- 
worthy of confidence, or credit, unlefs men will believe 
again{t conviction, andl infult all their fenfes 3 for he ap- 
pears no better than the:men, at the worlt, he endea- 
yours to traduce. Take then which you pleafe ; on] 
confider, ye votaries of his, in your ferious, reflestiye 
Znoments, thofe moments in which you appear moft like 
Zen accountable to God, you fall into the firain of Moles 
—David, and thofe men this gentlemen derides. But if 
you will not, and all perfuafion fails, and plaineft fads, 
in oppofition to the moft forced and {trained abfurdities 
have no weight with you, death will furely bring 
into the views of the bible, and bible-makers, TF this 
then be the cafe, and you have no certainty to the con_ 
trary ; and no fecurity, I fay you have no fecurity, w 
when, nor how that leveller may come.” “Take the 
bible with you, it cannot hurt you now, but it may help 
you ; it may not help you then, but it may harm you, 
But further. However thefe men may appear in mak. 
ing, this gentleman {ces but a laine hand in marring 
the bible ; and pardon me if! add, he may do tolerably 
to amnfe the ignorant, and uninformed , decoy the un- 
wary, flourifh with his pen, and make a little fport; but 
if he did not fhew more adroitnefs in his office of Secre- 
tary to America, than he has 18 dete@ing the errors of 


? 


here, 
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_the bible, fo far, Lapprehend he anuft have cut but a 
poor figure in the vftimation of-the beft informed. 
But to return. “Mr Paine feems aware of the dilem- 
ma, and the advantage that thefe books, Ezra, and Ne- 
hemiah, being true, muft prove to the bible, he ex. 
claims, p. 35. ‘« But thofe accounts are nothing to us, 

norto any other perfons,” &c. Yes; but they. are, as I 
truft we thall prove. 

» 1. Let it be remembered, that the ftate-of things in’a 
civil, but above all in a religions fenfe, became worfe 
and worfe among:the Jews, from about the ‘middle ‘of 
Solomon’s reign, as may be feen in the books of Kings, 
Chronicles, and the Prophets, efpecially Ifaiah, Jere- 
miah, and Ezekiel, till the punifhment threatened over- 
took them by the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah 
39th chapter. ; * : 

2. Pious men among whom was. Ezra,, Nehemiah, 
and Daniel, attentive to the word ef God, though‘in an 
enemy’s country, and in a ftate. of captivity, difcoveting 
the. painful period of'deftined’ punifhment nearly at an 
end, feeling for the indignities offered their religion, and 
countrymen, fafted and prayed, efpecially Nehemiah and 
Danie?, Neh. chap. i. 4,,&c.. Dan. ix. 2, &c. The 
Lord anfwered and inclined the heart of the then reign- 
ing prince, Cyrus, to accomplith his fervants wifhes, and: 
his own intentions, Ezra i. 1, &c. 

3: Ezra and Nehemiah were appointed’ to take the 
charge, &c. The firft thing they fet about was a re- 


- formation and regulation in the fiate, both of a civil and” 


religious nature. 

Now it is fuppofed, that till/this time the various 
{eriptures were Jike a choice colle&tion of materials, 
tolerably fitted up and ready for putting together to form 
a building of the celefiial order, of the moft exquifite 
beauty, ftrength, and fymmetry, which being then done, 
has fo far f{tood for ages, to the honour of God, and to 
the comfort of goud men—but to the grief of evil {pirits, 
and to the enyy of Atheifts, Deifts, and Infidels. And 
though thefe books had pafled through many hends, 


fuch as Mofes, Jofhu, Samuel, David, &¢, and each 
. Bleed an 
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‘adding as God direéted, yet had they never becn in the 
order or perfe€tion, Ezra.left them. He feems t0. 


“have been a man equally qualified for this tafk, both of 


explaining the old, and giving fomething new, according 
to the ftate of things and times, with any that went be- 
fore him. “Witnefs, . n 4 
i. His being fo much approved of by heayen, Ezra 
chap. viii. 23. and x. 1,2. - 
. 2. He is faid to bea feribe well acquainted with the 
Jaw, &c. chap. vii. 6. 
3. He is called a prie/t, Neh. viit. 2. 
4. The people approved of him and his labours, 
Neh. viii. 1, 6. 
- To folve all difficulties it is moft rational to have re- 
courfe to the moft probable means. The moft proha- 
ble and rational way of folving all the apparent difficul- 
ities in the bible, is to confider the main of the work as 
belonging to the man whofe name it bears ; or to have 
zecourfe to what is written, and fo far give 1t our be- 
lief as it correfponds with what we are more Certain to 
be the word of God, by men approved of heaven, and 
As it tends to inform our judgments, mend our lives, 
and change our natures. | Additions certainly have been 
aade to Various parts of the bible, efpecially to the moft 
“ancient parts, and inftead of denying we glory in it. 
Inficad of giving all up for thofe, we ove them and the 
‘whole the better ; becaufe we the more difcover the 
goodnefs and care of the Author of the whole, to fucceeq_ 
ing generations, and by thofe are enabled to underftang: 
the whole the better. 7 4 
Wow thofe addenda in the bible which Mr P, falls fo 
much out with, and can fee no way how they could be 
there and ferielly true, as if God and inan ceafed from 
1 wonted gifts, grace and talents on the death of Mo- 
fes, or. Jofhua, &c. and on account of which, he infults 
the Almighty, and throws the whole in his face ; I fay 
they are cither, ; ; 
i. Immediately following, as in Deuteronomy, Jatt 
chapter, and the laft of Fe/huc, &c. And how futile is 
this as a fault! Common fenfe muft fee thele’ were 
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Rever tobe received as the words of Mofes, &c. any 
more than the witnefles names to a will can be cal- 
led the man’s will; and yet they are parts, and ufeful 
“parts too ; that inftead of proving the thing ‘ fpurious,” 
tend to confirm it as genuine and true. , 

2. Or, more remote, as is the cafe with many parts of 
the books inveftigated. Much of the goodnefs of God 
is feen in raifing up men in fucceffion of the fame f{pi- , 
rit, as he faid of Jothua, Samuel, David, Ezta, &e. &c. 
to conne&t things foon after, as in the cafe of Jofhua, 


&c. and more diftant as Ezra, &c. : 

Wow by this care of God, and attention of men, we 
have had the feriptures preferved, and modelled to our 
own time and capacities. 

_. Ezra lived about 450 years before our Saviour, and 
about 1000 years after Mofes. Great muft have been the 
_alteration in this revolutionary world, where men, places, 
and things are ever changing, in the fpace of rooo 
years. To elucidate obfolete names, &c. and to conneé& 
‘ diftant with near, antique with modern, thefe men Ia-~ 
boured, particularly Kzra, in_all the contefted parts, 
froin Genefis to Ezra, none of which ‘come lower, nor 
fo low; for nearly two centuries, as his own time, and 
how much he was taken up with thefe things, we are 
exprefsly informed, as much fo as can be expected from 
' ghe concife manner of feripture on things of this nature, 
-Fezra chap. vil. 10. Mor Ezra hatl prepared his beart to 
Seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Ef- 
vael ftatutes and judgments. 

Now, Sir, I hope you will no more fay ‘* thofe ac- 

- counts are nothing to us,” &c. We have been fhew- 
ings and beg leave to fhew a little more to you,how much 
they concern both you and us. Sap siaih 

1. In your animadyerfions on Ezra, p. 35- you talk 
of “ compilers” of the bible, who fo fit as Ezra in his 
day ? And. why might not infpired men have added, 
nay, Why ought they not to have added, what was ne- 
ceflary through length of time and other local circum 
frances, a word, a fentence, &c. to make the fubjec 
plain, Without. incurring: fo. much .cenfure from you ? 
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- “Nay, had they not, the bible. by this time might have 
been a collection of unintelligible jargon, and the pious . 
would have had to lament fuch inattention. I 
' 2. You admit that Ezra and Nehemiah, were ‘‘ re- 
turned perfons,” p. 35. from the captivity. to Jerufalem, 
&c., Do you not then by this, allow of the antecedent 
ftate, laws, and government of this. people? How will 
you. get off it ? ‘ 4 

3. By your adinitting of thefe two. men, Ezra and 
Nehemiah writing the. books that bear their names, 
~ p- 35. Do you not allow all they have written, the ap_ 
parent contradiGion in their accounts of the returned. 
; periens excepted ? which J truft by this time from what 
as been faid on that head, has in good part vanifhed. 
Now, Sir, 
1. Ezra is faid in thofe books to be a ready feribe,, 
‘&c. Ezra vii. 6. Sap 
2. He is faid to be a prieft, Neh. viii. 2..and: tho? 
this clafs of men is not much admired by you, yer _ 
it proves there was a fy{tem of theology: among this 
-people. : <live 
3. That fyftem is called in thofe books alternately.the 
aw of Mofes, the Law of Fehovah, Law of the God of 
heaven, Statutes of Ifrael, &c. 

4. Thefe Ezra fought out and colleéted,, he did not 
stake new Jaws, but gathered the old, harmonized, and 
~ brought them. forth pure and intelligible, with God’s af 
fiftance and.approbation,, Ezra vii. 6. 10. ; 

5. Ezra and Nehemiah aéted,, confiftantly themfelves 
with the law of Mofes; they. fafted,, they prayed, and 
confefled their fins,,and in-thofe folemn a@s of deyo. 
tion again and again, quote Mofes’ Writings, ‘Ezra ix. 
4,5, &e. &c. Neh. i. 4, 5, 7,8,,&c.. Neh. ix, 14... 

6. After the law was colleéted and put in order, they: 
read, expounded, publifhed and enforced it, with the 
hearty concurrence.and belief, of the. people, 

ch. viii. r. to the 8th verfe included. 

To thefe laws, &c.. the people folemnly bound, them- 
rls toadhere, Ezra x, whole chapter, Neh, Vili, 9. to 
He cad 5, and the.gth.chap. ver. 1, Qn3e : i 


Ezra x. 4. 
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Now, Sir, what fay you to thefe things ; what think 
you of the reality of Mofes and the authenticity of the 
books that bear his name? Do you {tifl believe that all 
is fiction, cheat, deception? What, all this a non- 
entity ! No Mofes? No law? Ezra might as a prieft, 
Nehemiah might asa magiftrate, go great lengths to 
awe the people; but can it be fuppofed they would go 
fo far without a foundation; and a tried one teo? yet 


~ even fuppofing this, if fucha thing be fuppofable, would 


the people, fo many thoufand in number, allow’ it? 
What? diferace themfelves by confeflions, and load, 
loath, execrate and torment themfelves with, and on 
account of their own and the fins of ages paft! and af- 
ter all, tamely bind themfelves to obferve and keep all 
thofe rugged and forbidding ftatutes ! What Pope was 
ever witnefs to fuch implicit faith? Cr what defpot ever 
faw a people fo willing to be flaves? 

What monftrous abfurdities muft be here admitted, 
if no where elfe, to deny the bible! What fwallows 
muft they have, to let dowmfuch raw materials as you 
offer to their faith, in‘ contradiftin@ion to common 
fenfe, matters of fa&, and the “univerfal confent of a 
whole nation, whofe honour, eafe, profit, yea, every 
thing, civil and facred, concurred to induce them, if not 
true, todeny and withfland. 

Now, Sir, we are come to this iffue atlength. You 
miuft deny what you have admitted, p. 35, and prove Ezra 
and Nehemiah non-entities, or cheats; thofe people 
infatuated, believing a lie, publifhing their own thame, 
for thame’s fake, and in love with thraldrom, withant 
advantage, or elfe you muft retra@ all you have faid to 
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- overturn the bible ; which you think proper. Here T 


fix my foot, take which fide you pleafe ; choofe, choofe, 
Sir, the latter, and be humbled — Ceafe from contending 
with God, he will prove too many for you. Give over 
Yoading his fervants with reproach, their Redeemer is 
might), he foall plead their caufe. Revile the bible no, 
jnores Truth is flrong and will prevail. But if you wilt 
not. be ado nifhed, forget not that your owh w 
pons are againft you ; and if you will proceed, do fo- 


1 (26. ) 
boaft of your. own, fagacity, bully the. Deity-and.his fer~ 
vants, ridicule the bible, as you cannot overturn it, at 
leaft-you have not yet, and let your admirers join with 
you in trumpetting your praife, or---fhame. , But pro- 
ceed we now to hear againft, and juftify the caufe of 
God and truth in others. ‘ 

«¢ The next book in courfe,” fays Mr P. p. 37, “is 
the book of Efther,” &c. ‘ Here is.another of.our-mo- 
thess in Ifraelalfo rather ungenteelly treated by this gen- 
tleman. Fearful, perhaps, of the fafcinating power of 

~ female charms, if not her morals,.knowing they have 
brought to bend before them the mightieft of.men, left 
eaught in the fnare he fhould be brought to worfhip at 
her altar, and adore her God ;, offering violence to. the 
_pureft virtue, he condemns and cenfures, whom-he can— 
_hot pervert. Next comes, 

“The book of Job,” of whom you fay «© more 
difpofed to be refigned than he is capable.” page 37. 
This is bad philofophy and.worfe divinity. “Curious 
indeed to fee the ftream aife higher than the fountain 
But foon you fay ‘* Patience has but a-fmall thare ne 
the charaéter of the.perfon..of whom the book treats? 
“ Biblemakers,” &e. p..39. are not more:at.a lofy j, 
what part, of the bible to fix the book, than you feem oe 
with yourfelf where to place the;man, above the fun 
or below the ftars.} with the fheep, or among the goats. 

You had once an high opinion, you tell ys Of. the 
book of Job, p- 37, but you have learned fince th ne 
« does not belong to the bible.” What ma LW, abit 
derftand from what you here fpeak ? Is not t “3 ©un- 
high compliment, Sir, you pay the.bible? p, ae very 
take no advantage of you; truth needs neithe, a ve will 
tion nor defamation to fupport it; we leaye deen 
enemies. But why-not belong to the bibja ; . eel 
be for the immorality of the perfon treated of sicmanct 
fo your account, nor for what the book ®oniaing iE Tae 

are to be credited, p. 47- only fome certain phrates ee 
38, which going to the utmoft, you in the ener roan 
a; pa.enily admit the propriety. of. But there areiwro 
Men you have found out; who help you in this. matter. 
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But I have-to'obferve, thefe are brothers of the fcornful ' 
tribe, one of them efpecially, who in his day, had as’ 
little regard for the bible as Mr P. and both of them are 
very erroneous: Befides, I thought you promifed to 
keep to the-bible, p. 6. 10. 18. ow are’hard pufhed, _ 
and find bible-evidénce comes in but {lowly to your help, 
and are, ’tis likely,’ glad of any affiftance. Well, you 
will now permit me to bring my evidence next, in‘ favour 
of this book, See'then Ezek. chap. xiv. 14. James'v. 
Lie, Confidering where thefe men f{tand, and what you 
have allowed refpeQing the bible, you cannot but ad- 
mit’ of their teftimony, as, at'leaft, equally valid with 
Abenzera, the Spanifh, Jewillt doctor, as I fuppofe you. 
mean} and: Spinzza, the wonderful ‘Spinoza, « whofe © 
name is d d to everlafting fame.” If you would 
allow me, I would bring a thrrd, 1 mean the Deity. 
Hear him fpeak, Job i. 8. Would he fay fo much of a 
man, an account of whom’ he would deem unworthy of ' 
a place among his fervants? 

Your obje€tions to it from its being “ the production” 
of a mind cultivated in feience,” &c. p. 38. are all con- 
vincing proofs to me that it was written by Mofes, who 
was learned in all the wifdem of the Egyptians, men ta- 
mous for natural philofuphy and aftronomy. ; 

. As. to'your obje@tions of grecifms, you'muft know 
they are only in the tranflation, not in the Hebrew. 
The tranflators adopted themfelves to improved fociety, 
and following the Gréck tranilators, they ufed Pleiades, 
inftead of Kimah, and’ Orion, in the place of Kefil, &c.’ 
the two original words, which may be {een in the mar- 
gin of fome bibles. 

- You might as well deny Englifhmen the honour of 
being acquainted with fome ufeful fCiences among us, 
féeing many of their technical names are purely Greek. 
And as jufily might'an enemy to revelation, on* taking 
upan Englifh bible, and on reading, Mdofes faid unto 
HS people, if ye will hoarken diligently unto the voice of 

~ the Lord, 8c. exclaim, Mofes never faid this, he ne~ 
ver faid fo in his life. ‘This is Englith, and Mofes 
Knew nothing of Englifh. Befides, this is printed, and 


ee 
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T'll. prove printing was not found out for ages ere 
fes. Were are truths that cannot be Sane ? M 
S they overturn the bible? No; no more tan vir 
aine’s objeGtions. 

After Ene the Jews, thofe living aparles fon Sea 
and Mofes, a wipe, you haften forward to te ne ee 
men formerly made * ftatues and images, Pp: 40. Lis 
true, they did ; but amidft the multitude made and war— 
Shipped by the ancients, I do not at prefent Rpstabes 
any made to your delivering divinity, Impafibility 
vide preface, p. 10, bottom. You then add, pafs 
on to the book of Pfalms, of which it is not necefiary 
to make much obfervation.” Some of thein, it appears, 
you are pleafed with ; others, you fay, “ are very re- 
vengeful.” How ealy is it, Sir, to fee the mote in our 
brother's eye, without difcovering the beam in our own ? 
You further add, Tt is however an error, OF impoli- 
tion, to call them the Pfalme of Davids © PLL of 

ho, in defending the authenticity of the Plabns, ever 
gave the honour of them all to David? whatever fome 
imay have faid inadvertently in this ways YOU C49 only 
Speak fo knowingly egainft them ; making ait dae 
inattention of fome, the bad argument of your own pur- 
pofe and defign. t ‘ 

You feein, Sir, all along perfectly at variance with 
God and man, and at laft, apparently fall out with your- 
felf. Your very fenfes you {vem an enemy to, or you 
would not deny your eyes their proper funétions. “If you 
did not, would they not inform you of what is to be feen 
and read both in the Hebrew and Englith, that fome of 
them are the produétion of other holy men? But thus 
you take advantage of God’s fervants, in the 
you ought to take upon yourfelf. 

he plain obvious title, in the original as well as 
Englith, is The Book of Pfalms, and whofe, you are told 
from the original as you go along, or nothing is faid. 

It is very probable the 137th Pfalm might have been 
Written by Ezra, on the return of the Jews from their 
Captivity. Its author is not mentioned. 

hus, facréd book! haye we another evidence of thy 
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air excellencies, and thine enemy’s defigns. “Thou, too 
Open with a view to cheat, and he too much blinded to 
difcover thy matchlefs beauties, or his own -miftakes— 
his own fhame ! : 

“ The book of Proverbs,’ Mr P. will have to be ‘¢ & 
collection,” p. 40. ‘* from authors belonging to other 
nations.”” It may or it may not ; the book no where fays 
all there are only Solomon’s ; and as we have feen hither—- 
to, how careful we ought to be of taking any thing on 
Mr P.’s bare authority, fo ought we to be aware here 
alfo. But he fays ‘* fome of the proverbs did not ap- 
pear till two hundred and fifty years after the. death of 
Solomon.” Quoting as proof, § Thee are alfo proverbs 
GF Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Fudah 
copied cut.” Marvellous fagacity ! wonderful difcovery F 

But ferioufly, might not thefe have been long in ufe a— 
mong the pious before that time? Indeed it appears 
Plainly they were, and that this godly prince, employed 
thofe men to write copies aff to be fent abroad, ‘that 
they might be more generally known. 

& The book of Eeclfigfes,” youteem pretty well to 
admit of ; but swith other faults, the author * at laft,* 
you fay, page 41, became “ melancholy.” That is, he. 
became a penitent as he ought, and as fome others juftly- 
fhould. A4elanchaly, uneafy, that-he had {pent fo muclx 
precious time —fuch uncommon talents, to fo little good: 
purpofe. Forfaking the bible-way, as many have done,, 
fome of whom as yet glory in their fyame, he forgat 
God, his duty, and his foul; at the recolle&tion of 
which, he found nothing could give him eafe but his 
yeturn to God ; and that others might learn wifdom at 
his expence, he wrote that excellent book the Ecclefiaftes, 
or Preacher. . \t was kind, ‘it was juft; it was what 
he owed both God and man: And there he ftands a dif- 
tinguithed, difappeinted votary of the world; as a beacon 
to warn others from {plitting on that rock ; and as amo- 
yument of heaven’s forbearance and pity, encoura ing 
the guilty to return, and that none fuch need def{pai 
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' With zegard “¢ to the men called prophets,” you tell 
uus, page 43, you leave their character * to another part 
of the work.” But here you inform us of Ifaiah, that 
the book afcribed to him is ‘* one of the moft wjid and 


diforderly compofitions ever put together,” &c. « and” 


that a {chocl-boy would fearcely have been excufable for 
writing fuch fiuff.” Let ine obferve, Ttis not the ele- 
gance, but the do€trines of the bible we defend ; and 
yet even on this head, we are ready to meet every 
bible-hater_in the world, particularly refpe@ing the pro- 
phet you fo much degrade. To be fhort, if I miftake 
ot, what language has to-win upon the mind to gain 
confent, we fnd in him. : 

As tolfaiah’s prophecies, how they were ai/ accom- 
plifhed I leave for the bible, that book yau agreed to de- 
cide every thing by, to determine; the piincipal and 
imoft interefting of which to us, we fhall have to take 
notice of in the gofpels. Pune 

As to your forced meanings and comments, with your 
fallehoods, impertinent and impious ribaldry, and rj. 
dicule, I leave for yourfelf to enjoy ; and your friends 

“to be delighted with ; we fhall have to meet you on 
this fubje@, where you again repeat your blafphemies, 
“in another place. , 

*¢ Jeremiah. This prophet, as he is called, lived jn 
the time that Nebuchadnezzar befieged Jerufalem,” &¢, 
p. 47. Here is a confirmation from an enemy, that fich 
a man exifted, and exifted at the time the bible {peaks 
of. So then, for once Mr Paine and this book a, Tee » 
4t is not then quite full of ‘¢ lies,” nor is it altogether 
& furious.” Has, Sir, the late dreadful ftretch of thought 
zo falfify the greateft truths in the bible, and the horrid 
perverfion of your inventive faculties to fubftitute inde. 
cent language and inye€tives, in the room of the pureft 
fentiments, and the moft interefting fubje@s to man- 
kind, alarmed your confcience ? Shall Congratulate 
you as a man felf-awakened in the awful moment of his 
manfion pene with juft time to efcape ere it buries 
him in its ruins? Nay, alas! you foon fall back into 
your old principles again, that was but e fhort-lived lu. 
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cid interval ; you juft on the back of it add, “ Every 
thing relating to Jeremiah fhews him to have been 
man of an equivocal character,” p. 47- and this you 
endeavour to prove by his metaphor of the potter, chap. 
x8th. Really, Sir, I know not how you figure as a le- 
gulator, but your dexterity as a divine, is, in my. judg- 
ment, far below mediocrity. In your comment upon 
the 7th, 8th, 9th, and roth verfes of that, chapter, page 
48, you difcover not only that you underftand not the 
bible, but that you are ignorant of the different parts 
of fpeech. Thole are the conditions exprefied, not the 

vediftions of Ged’s threatened vengeance, which to 
efcape, all-gracious as HE is, dealing with men as free 
agents, the guilty haye only to comply, &c. Than 


which, inftead of “ ftupidity,” nothing difcovers more” 


‘the beauty, harmony, and excellency of any code of 
Jaws, efpecially “* the bible.” 

The book is objected to further from ‘¢ The hifto- 
sical parts,” of it being written ‘* in the moft confufed 
condition,” page 48. In antwer to this charge, and 
to thofe of a fimilar nature in other parts of the 
pible, I would juft obferye, the bufinefs of prophets, 
qwas not to write the hiftory of the times ; they were to 
fpeak and write as God commanded, and circutftances 
called, not to gratify the curiofity of vain minds ; for 
thofe who will not give them credit for things as they 
now ftand, would not believe them had they been more 
minute in their details. 

The next charge coufifts ‘* of duplicity and falfe pre- 
diétion,”’ p. 52. where you ‘* mention two inftances.”” 
And as to yourconclufion it is as fevere, as your mif- 
gake 18 Dotorious. “ This man of God, as he is called, 
could tell a lie,” &c. Where have you proof it was 
one? I want that But you tell us *¢ for certainly he 
did not go to Zedekiah to make,” &c. ibid. No, he did 
not go on purpofe ; but are you fure he did not « make 
his upplication” to him at that time ? We will look at 
the pible ourfelves. You fet off at the 17th verfe of 
the 38th chapter, but I with to draw. your attention to 
the beginning of the LE at the £4th verle, where 
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‘it appears the king fent for the prophet. Do you, Sirs 
know the nature of a “* fupplication” ? Tell mie then is 
there any thing of it inthe 15th verfe? Do you under: 
Atand in what manner an anfwer to a fupplication fhould 
‘be worded? Pray inform me, if there isnot fomething 
of it at the 16th verfe? O, Sir, what are you not ready 
40 fay to difparage the bible? «« Duplicity” argues deccit, 
2nd: what deceit does there appears in this man of God? 
Inftead of that, what faithfulnefs and courage does he 
‘difcover even to the king himfelf, ver. 18 ? Had he been 
in the Convention, he could fearcely have faid more of, 
than he then faid /2, the king. ‘ y 

Next the “ falfe predi€tion ;” let us fee how Mr P. 
will come off here. You refer us, Sir, to the 24th 
chapter of Jeremiah, ver. 2—6. ‘* Thus faith,” &c, 
P- 52. then in the fame page you deny all, and in your 
afual pofitive way add, ‘* what then can we fay of thefe 
“prophets, but that they are impoftors and liars??? Marq 
words, and unkind treatment. However, there js one 
thing gives us comfort, and them honour, you cannot 
prove them to be fuch ; no, nor can you prove that one 
thing failed of being exa@ly fulfilled as the prophet 
fpake. hat the Babylonians took the city and burned 
at; took Zedekiah and carried him to Nebuchadnezzar 
and that he faw him; that he was carried to Ra. 
bylon and put in prifon, we have only to look at the 
39th chapter, and the roth and 1th yerfes of the 2 
‘At the fame time, while thefe things were told him oe 
Anevitable, ifhe did not go forth to the princes the ,; 
of Babylon had fent againft Jerufalem, chap, xy 
17, 18, &c. God commanded the prophet to alan, 
him, after all, that he fhould not die by the fevord, Te 
is, according to the facred fiyle, a violent death, whic} 
asa prifoner he might naturally be Jed to fear, chapter 
xxxiv. 4, &c. Now I confels, from the filence “of 
feripture, we are at a lofs fully to prove the accoinplifh. 
ment of the promife here made to this prince + pyr thali 
we give up the bible on that account, on account of a 
thing fo infignificant in itfelf, efpecially as it tells ws 
nO Where to the contrary? Our opponents think us 
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fools in believing the bible, with evidence for it every 
way, clear as the fun; and to’give it up for this, they 
might juftly think us more than mad.) Remember, Sir, 
in the above conceffion, we give you all you have a 
right to, and would have done the fame before, but hap- 

ily for us, and unfortunately for you, we have met 
with no fuch opportunity all the way we have hitherto 
come. So much for the honour of the bvok you hate, 
and we love 3 you depreciate, and we defend. 

Now, Sir, ‘though we cannot fully prove, we will 
offer a few conjectures refpecting the fulfilment of the . 
above promife to Zedekiah, and we call upon you to 
overturn them, or prove to the contrary. 

1. God had often promifed he fhould not die by the 
{word of his enemies. 

2. That he might die in peace though a prifoner, 
was not impoffible ; nay, how many princes in prifons 
have lived and died in greater peace, than thofe ruling 
at large? : 

. Was it, is it an uncommon thing to honour a dead 
enemy ? A geadieing could do no oy: and therefore 
out of refpect to royalty, the king of Babylon might or- 

Jer, OF at leaft fuffer, the Jews there to do all the rites. 
We ponourable, burial to their deceafed fovereign, 
, What language could be more proper on the af- 
feéting occafion, refpeéting fallen majefty, than that’ 
which God faid thould be ufed as part of the funeral ora- 
tion? And will lament thee, faying, Ab, Lord! 

You exultingly exclaim, page 53, as if you had 
as certainly gotten the bible and all its writers.in chains, 

s Nebuchadnezzar had the unfortunate king of Judah, 
¢« Thus much for another of the lying prophets, and the 

ook that bears his name.” Suffer me, Sir, to join the 
chorus, and with greater truth, and greater credit, prove 
the reverfe if you can, add our part, Thus much for 
gnother PAITHEUL Prophet, and the facred book that 
pears his name. 

At the 54th page you exprefs yourfelf thus, “ The 
emainder of the books aferibed to the men called pro- 
phet’ T thall not trouble a reuch about, but take 
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them colle€tively. into the obfervations I fhall offer on 
the charater of the: men called prophets.’? In your re- 
marks here, and which you carry on‘for two or three 
pages, we give you credit, and believe you right:in fome 
things, and in others we confider you very wrong. We 
admit of your being right in, 

.E. Your allowing and confirming the certainty of 
there being in the times you allude to, fuch men as 
prophets. i 

~ 2. That thofe men foretold things to come. 

3. We believe you right in the affinity you make 
between that of a prophet. and a poet, and think with 
you, that there is not a word in the Hebrew bible 
dignifying a prophet, that does not mean a poet ; for 2s 
they received the divine afflatus, and were honoured 
with the manifeftation of the greateft and moft import- 
ant truths, fo their ideas were raifed, like thofe of poets 
‘on the nobleft fubje&ts, to take in the grandeft objedts,, 
and were then expreffed in ftrains of the fublimeft lan- 
Suage. Pel : 

But, Sir, we differ widely from you, t. In your faying: 
that the predictions of the prophets were ‘* not to any 
diftant future time,” p. 55- Maiah’s prediftions of Cy- 
rus building, or forwarding the building of Jerufalem, 
shap, xliv. 28. could not be lefs, according to your own 
account; p. 44, than 150 years from the prophet’s death a 
sand of the ytd Son Fefus; or Emmanuel, between fe. 
wen and eighthundied years. Ehis Laffert here, but | 
afjert it, do remember | from the bible; and from the 
bible, I fhall prove it in another place. 

2, That the modems, not the ancients, hononred 
thofe men, or confidered them in any refpeatful lights 
page 55. Here, Sir, you are totally Wrong, tor it is folely 
4o them we are indebted, next to God himfelf, foy thofe 
precious writings of the prophets; and it is from the 
judgment they paffed upon thofe men and théfe writings; 
together with the gradual accomplifhment of the predies 

tions in their proper time, and theexcellencies and fui- 
tablenefs of the feriptures, each rifing generation difco- 
vered, that thofe men and thofe books have heen fo long 
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in fuch @reat Yepute, by the wifeft and beft of men ; and: 
f> many bright and illufttious charaéters have. ftood up» 
their willing votaries, and: bold defenders, both among, 
the ancientsiand moderns, and would reflect the greatelt; 
honour on any nationor any age. i 
. To believe you we muft fuppofe that thofe men 
lived only to oppofe each other, page 55. “There was 
jndeed a neceflity for the true prophets to oppofe the 
falfe ; as much fo.as for beliévers, to oppofe infidels 5 
the lovers of the bible, thofe who revile it. Seeing 
falfe prophets as much oppofed the honour of God, and 
jnterefts of men, in their day, as modern Deifts do. im 
ours. ‘ 
4. That all had immediate reference to themfelves,””. 
. 55. in their predi€tions. -W hat immediate reference 
had Jeremiah’s prediction of deliverance from captivity, . 
feventy-years from: that time ; or the overthrow of Ba- 
pylon to him, an old man, andia favourite of that court 3 
Now, let all men in their fenfes bear witnefs, what 
crude indigefted ftuff, what felf-evident falfchoods you 
alm, upon the world. leave all your banter and poor 
le wit to yourtelf and: party, as they are great helps at 
a non-plus,. without which f know not what you would 
do; real friends to God, to truth, ta man, have better 
weapons 3 they have the {criptures---the bible, and ta 
this you are equally bound to.abide by with us, from what 
you have over and over declared, or eat your own words. 
Now you muft prove from that book, we are wrong, 
and alfo from it your affertions are true, ere we give 
up, which you have yet no where‘done ; or if we prove 
from the bible you are wrong, and your affertion falfe ; 
phat book.to betrue, and we right, which, I appeal to 
candour, has. all along been done, you muft, Sir, give 
up; ot find yourfelf ranked, not by the xafh, hafty, in- 
confiderate, but by the moft difpaflionate and judicious, 
I was almoft going to fay by Deifts themfelves, amon 
thofe, with whom you name the prophets, page 53, t 
aim. really loath to follow yout example, but for once 
feel the weight.of your own weapons, even, Sir, among 
6s impoftors and liars.’ ee : opi 
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| Yow feein much inclined to ‘give credit to Ezekiek 


and Daniel, p- 57, but to obviate the great and weighty - 


truths they declare, you endeavour to make it appear, 
that with the Jofs of their liberty, their fenfes were al- 
moft gone, and yet they retained in their ‘ reveries,”” 2 
love for their country, religion, and laws ; and you 
wifely add, ‘* Had the numerous commentators and 
priefts, who have foolithly employed or wafted their 
time in pietendirg to expound and unriddle thofe books,” 
been carried into captivity, it would greatly have im- 
proved their intellects,” p- 58. A very high compliment, 
though undeligned, to thofe men and their work. But 
in anfwer to many things you fay in two or three pages 
here, I have to obferve, 
1. As to the myfteries and mode of writing in thofe 
. prophecies, they are agreeable to the beautiful variety 
God difcovers in carrying on his great defigns, and the 
Teyelation of his will and ways, among{t. men. God,, 
fays the bible, at Sundry times, and in divers manners, 
Spake in time paft unto the fathers by the prophets. - Bur 
it feems, unlets heaven keep a kind of monotony in the 
manifeftations of his pleafure and defigns to his crea. 
‘tures, fome men are fo difgufted as to ftick,at nothing 
to render them ridiculous, and unlefs they can circum- 
feribe: the Defiy to aét within the circle of their own 
capacities and caprice, there is hardly a name too bad 
to be affixed to his fervants and proceedings. 4 
2. Whatever fiate thofe men were in, it plainly appearg 
they had a country, religion, and laws; and what that 
country and religious fyitem were, we clearly learn from 
the frequent mention made of them in the moft undif 
guifed and obvious manner, Jerufalem, and the tem le 
worlhip. . How do your concefflions here alfo, aie 
Mofes and his Jaw in the fulleft fenfe that any lover of 
the» bible can wifh for ? } , ; 
3. You feem to forget yourfelf, which indeed, Sir, is 
nothing new with you, when you talk of the reftraint 
thofe men were under, which was the caufe of them 
nfing fuch dark and miyfterious “phrafes in their wri- 
tings, &c, Had they been galley flaves, or in the Lua 
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embourge, where it would really appear you had formed 
your ideas ‘of them and their condition, your ftate- 
ment would have forné colour of truth ; but pray how 
much like a prifoner of war? did Yhe third ruler in 
the kingdom look? How much likea “ fiate prifoner? 
did the man appear to whom the king himfelf paid di- 
vine honours ? Whatever reftraints you may fancy, from 
the gloom of your prifon, thefe men laboured under in 
writing, itis plain to all the world they were under 
none ‘in {peaking and aéting. But, : 

4. Their predictions {pake for themfelves then, and 
how they have {poken fince in the various ages of the 
world, for God, for the bible, and for the prophets, let 
the different monarchies in their rife and exis, deter- 
mine. “Call you the prediétions what you pleafe, they 
have the majority of nations as their interpreters, and 
the greateft number of men in the world to prove their 
fulfilment fo far, and their exaét fulfilment, fome foon- 
er, fome later, but all in due order, as the prophets faw 
and promulgated. Are you not weary yet in oppofing 
fuch clear proofs of the truth of feripture ? Yea, fo clear 
in only thefe two prophets, that ifthere were a thoufind 


miftakes in the other parts of the bible, yet, thank hea2 
‘ven, there is not ove, there is here, I think, enough to 


{trike deaf and dumb every enemy to revelation and the 
book of God. Indsed, Sir, without a flourith, every 
{rep you take to deteét the fallacy of the bible, and ex- 
pofe its writers, tends only to involve yourfelf in greater 
fhame than what your aim is to expofe them to; and 
more and tnore fubftantiates the truth of that book, it 
appears your glory to vilify. 


You cannot but know that the judement upon Egypt, ° 


which you take notice of at the rrth verfe of the 29th 
chapter of Bzelciel, p- Go, is an hyperbolical figure of 
fpecch, common in poetical writing! and the bib ; in 
dicative of fevere afiQions, &c. on part of that king- 
dom, as is fpecifed at the roth -verle, which you feein 
not to have iooked at, from the tower of Syeneetien unt 
the barder of Libiapia. 
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of the other prophets, you pitch upon Farah asa fub- 
jeG@ of much ridicule and great mirth ; here you run on 
at great length, blending truth with falfehood in your 
ufual way, doing all your humorous fancy helps you 
in to make a little {port for your votaries ; but as you de 
not deny,, or bring any thing from feripture to prove 
the falfity of the facred ftory, I fhall beg leave to with- 
draw from the fcene of fuch daring indignity to God and 
tmth, leaving you and your companions to enjoy your 
mirth---but, remember there is a day of reckoning. 

“« Here now,” fays Mr Paine, page 64, “ remain on- 
ly a few books, which they call the books of the lefler 
prophets, and as I have already fhewn that the greater 
are impofturs, it would be cowardice to difturb the re- 
pole ohthe little ones.” It is perhaps wifdom in you too 
to. let them reft, becaufe you would not find that advan- 
tage in all, youdid in one of the leaft of them, you juft 
now made bold to call from his repofe- Befides, the fear 
of a Philiftine may poflefs you, apprehenfive, that a Jit. 
tle David may do more execution than a great Goliah, 
But you go on, fame page, , 

«J have now gone thro’ the bible, as a man would 
go through a wood, with an axe on his fhoulder, ang 
fell trees. Here they lie,” &c. Here ‘comes the finifh. 
ing with a witnefs ! Regardlefs of the little impropriety 
of fpeech, I haften to addrefs the feller. A word with 
you Mr Hoodman exe we part. 1: Pown'a congruity 
here, God’s fervants are often compared to trees, 

2. By whofe appointment did you enter the wag 

3. For what did you enter the wood? To cut luge 
every tree, or only fome ? Ifthe firft, you are an Unfaith 
fal fervant, for fome you have left ftanding according to 
your own account 5 if the laft, who marked then, off for 
you? The owner or a firanger ? If the former, why let 
them fiand fo long, take fuch delight in, fpeak fo ho. 
nourably of, and do Such great things for, and preat 
things by them, 2s royriads of millions can Witnefs, for 
hear 4000 years, and itil, as fertile as ever, and all at 
once to deliver them over to your courfe cutting axe ? 
This; I confels, puzzies me more than the moft abftrufe 
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point in all the book of myfieries, even heightened with 
all the art of aggravated malice, and all the rancour of 
refined | {pleen But here I acknowledge myfelf a 
{ceptic, as great a oneon this head, as Mr P. is with 
regard to the bible. If the latter, a ftranger, you know 
your zame, you know your crime. He thatentereth not 
4y the door, I am the Door, fays the great Mafter, is 
a thief and a robber. Wear then your deftiny. /Who- 
So foall offend one of thefe little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a millfione were bang 
ed about his neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the fea. But really, Sir, though this is 
awful, yet { think as to your having felled thefe 
trees, you are actually in little danger from that quar- 
ter. Whatever you may have done fntentionally, 1 
know not, but in fa you will, I conceive, be found 
lefs guilty than you feem to with. You fay, «« I have 
gone through the bible, asa man would go through a 
wood” to ‘* fell trees. Here they lie.” Is it fo in- 
deed? Truly there appeared as if an enemy had been in 
the enclofure, but as to the trees themfelves, we found 
and left them franding ; yet let us look again. Here’ 
frefh and fair ftands Ade/es by the teftimony of increaf- 
ing evidence. Fefbua and Saniuel, remain firmly roote: 
as at firft. Ruth and Efther, the woodman we own, 
has treated with little truth and lefs civility, but the 
blafts of calumny fell none of God's trees, and therefore 
thefe ftand firm. With regard to Hzya and Nehemiah, 
the axe haftily applied, miffed its aim, and rebounding, 
svounded the woodman’s head; fo thefe efcaped, and 
fiand like trees in furnmer, clad in all their blooming 
honours. Hail ye oaks of Bathan, ye glory of the fo- 
reft! flourith for ever! 7b, David, and Selomon are 
found unmoved. Jfaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Da- 
Sie], continue all in their ftation; a few feratches, it 
muft be allowed, appear upon the bark of fome of them, 
put no incifion ; a little time, a fummer or two, and 
they will not be known, ‘The reft of the trees remain 
untouched, one excepted, with whofe brufh-wood the 
feller has made a little noife, but the tree itfelf re. 
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mains entire. Brave woodman! with the laft you made, 
quick difpatch ; half {cores at once, and that without a 
blow, was wonderful ! 

But Mr Feller, a word or two more. You mult 
know, it is not enough to enter the foreft, view the 
trees, exclaim againft their age, and feratch they, bark, 
or pluck their hoary honours off, and then cry, “ Here 
they lie!” Their owner and their friends cry, ‘* Here 
they fland!” and joy to fee them. Yes, ye choice cedars, 
ye glory of creation! Jet the bramble decry you, or the 
woodman infult you ; He, by whofe hand you were 
planted, and by whofe power you have ftood, {peaks, 
No feller thall come up againf? you, and no weapon that js 
farmed egainf} you flall profper. Happily for us, fuch 
only clean you of your hurtful mofles, or clear you of 
encumberances, which, from length of time, andtranf. 
plantations into various foils and climates (languages 
and tongues) you could not but contra! And fall you 
are the trees reared in Paleftine, flourifhing in Europe 2 
exotics ence, now natives of the foil. : 

Fear not then, O inen, to take fhelter under their CO.. 
vert. Come, take, confidently take, the advantagesof the}, 
umbrage, and cat their pleafant fruit. Here are the Ticheft 


@, determing 


of dainties, here is food for fouls, See, ta/i 
for yourfelyes! We wifh no more. 


Se 
Tue NEW TESTAMENT, 


~ TI fhould think T offered an infult to God, to 
common fenfe, did I follow you through all rath, and 
pious buffoonery in the New Teftamens, any Buen im. 
in the Old; for the further you £05 the more are than 
bold and foolhardy you appear, as if fat, filline Res 
meafure of your iniquity ; but I thall Endeavour to ae 
you on the principal and moft material parts, rs 
“ ‘The New Tefiament, they tell us,” fay you, p. 64 
“4s founded upon the prophecies of the Old; van ip 


muft follow the fate of its foundation,” All this is true, 
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and certainly they muft, and will, ftand or fall together. 
However, from what is paft, we have a fair profpeét 
of the ftability of both. 

Page 65, you fay ‘It is not then the exiftence’ or 
non-exiftence, of the perfons” meaning Jofeph, Mary 
and Jefus, ‘that 1 trouble myfelf about ; it is the fa- 
ble of Jefus Chrift, as it is told inthe New Teftament, 
againft which I contend.” Here then there is no de= 
nying our Redeemer as to his a@ual exiftence, &c. 
but ‘ the fable” the things told of him, You fub=: 
join ‘the ftory taking it as it is told, is blafphemoufly 
obfene.” No, Sir, in the account itfelf isthe oreatefe 
modefty ; and I cannot belp obferving, Unto the pure, 
all things are pure ; but unto them that are defiled, and 
unbelieving, ts nothing pure; but even their mind, and 
confeience ts defiled. 

But let us now enquire into the « fable,” as you ternr 
it, or the things that are related refpecting our Saviour, 
and fee whether you are not with De Foe*, bafely man 
king a ‘* fable” of truth. ‘ 

Let it be remembered, that the deferiptions of Jefus 
Chritt asto his conception; perfon, doSttines, &c. were 
not things haftily propagated, or received at random, 
as‘the report of the day, or the wonder of a moment. 
Wo ; they had been the talk, the hope, and expeCation 
of the wileft and beft of men for thoufands of ‘years, 
narticularly among the Jews, and efpecially for about 
feven or eight hundred years, till the happy cera arrived 
which ufhered in among men the Lord cf Glory in their 
own nature. ‘ ' 

It was predi€ted in the prophets, whofe authenticity: 
J trultis eltablithed on the broadeft bafis, and fareft foun— 
dation, wat there fhould a remarkable perfon defcend 
from Abrahain, Tfaac, and Jacob; who thould be born 


‘jp Bethlehem, of a virgin of the family of David, in 


the time of the fecond temple’s ftanding, mean in cir- 

cumftances, and’ introduced by a forerunner, fhould be 

eminent for picty, wifdomy, and benevolence ; wonder. 
*® The writer of Robinfon Crafoe 


E 
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ful in the aGtions of his life ; fhould Le reje&ted of the 

Jews, put to death ignominioufly, and rife the third 

day. Gieat calamities to come upon the Jews foon af- 
ter, and truth to fpread among the Gentiles, &¢. &c. 
"That thefe things were accomplifhed at the time, place 
and manner in the perfon called Jefus Chrift, we have 
nations and hiftories to record, efpecially Jews and the 
New Teftament, where thefe things are detailed ; the fub- 

- je& of which, whilft the aftonifhment of angels, and the 
joy of good men, becomes the obje& of your fatire and 
ridicule. Hlowever, Sir, this is the Virgin’s Son, in 
whom we glory, not your fancied one, p. 46. which 
carries abfurdity grofsly abfurd in the very face of it, 
our Redeemer and Emmanuel, God with man, Matth. 
3.23. The true Meffiah, John iv. 25. Concerning 
whom and his do&trines, wherever named and moft at- 
tended to, inftead of being ** ftained with blood,” unlefs 
that of his own and beft friends, « and marked with 
defolation,” p. 45, excepting by enemies, every place 
in Chriftendom---the whole world, has perpetual cane 
of joy in both, for it is there, and there only, man live, 
every way like man. : 

Ihave confidered your account of things for fome 
pages, and diforder, ob{cenity, falfe reafoning, and blaf- 
phemy, the rankeft T ever met with, apait, the eit 
material of your obje€tions, if 1 miftake not, cong 
of contradiction, and deficiency of repetition, thers pt 
fhall attend to. But, Sok 

1. I deny the conclufion of your “ pofition,” », 665 
for two genealogical accounts of one perfon aa : 

_agree in all things, and yet be both true. 9, Tae 

your aflertion, by implication, fame page, that Mauhe 
and Luke * contradié each other in every particular,” 
for they fet off and end together ; which you feem ace 
of, page 67, difcovering what a ftrange and uncandid 
xeafoner you are. If you were to talk fo as a witnefs 
in any court of judicature, your evidence would pafs 
for nothing, unlefs it were to help you for an hour or 
two to the pillory. 

We have in Matthew the genealogy of Chrift by his 


( 43 ) ‘ 
fuppofed father Jofeph from David ; which, to the believ- 
ers of bible hiftory, will appear very fatisfatory, asitis 
the account given of the lineal defcent of the Kings of 
Judah, as recorded in the Books of King sand Chronicles. 

As to your ftory of old batchelors, page 69, it is like 
the moft you fay, the effects of your inattention. One 
would think the vapour of your pen affected your intel- 
leéts, you are fo apt to run into abfurdities, and fo prone 
to give truth the lic. Solomon was not David's eldefe 
fon, as would need to be the cafe according to your 
reafoning- No, he mu{t have been the fon of his old 
age. You fay Solomon died at the age of 58, page 42, 
and the 4rd/e fays he reigned 40 years, 1 Kings xi. 42. 
Elec muft then have been only about 18 when his father, 
carrying the marks of old age more than moft we read 
of, left him the throne. t 

Now, Sir, you who are fo fond of denouncing and 
condemning the bible as contradigtory, &c. how matt 
you appear when plain matters of faét, with your own 
fignature, meet you full-in the face, proving you to be, 
what you /@y others are? If you fet off with fo bare- 
faced a violation of truth, dafhing away to expofe others, 
qybilft every flourifh proclaims your own {hame, how 
many are you likely to make before you reach the end 2 
J Jeave you and your friends to reckon. 

By Luke we have the genealogy of Mary the mother 
of Jefusdown from David. 

jt is very fingular, that after you have argued mee 
ters as the work of two imen, for four or five pages, you 
come, as in p- 69, to fay, * The firft queftion, how- 
cver, upon the books,” &c. ** Doubifulne/s,” then all you 
pave faid, and now fay, or will fay, if you are to be be- 
jieved in any thing, has been, and is, and will be in 
doubt. We muft examine this, for your adding by 
way of come off, “¢ The ftate therefore, that the books 
are in,” doubtful, ¢ proves againft themfelves, as far 
this kind of proof can go,” is nothing 5 for it certainly 
muft prove as much for, as it can againft them. 

You add, p. 70, « The prefumption is, that the 
pooks {aid to be written by Matthew, &c. are impofi-« 
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tions.’ And ‘¢ The difordered ftate of the hiftory in 
thefe four books, the filence of one book upon matters 
rélated in the other, and the difagreement that is to be 
found among them, implies, that they are the pro- 
duétion of fome unconneéted individuals,” &c. I can- 
not help, obferving what feems apparent, doubt hinders 
you believing truth, prefumption leads you to fuch dar- 
ing impiety as blazons almoft every page of your divi- 
nity ; and implication helps you to pervert the right. But, 
3. Asto © the difordered ftate of the hiftory,” &e. Tn 
anfwer to this, let it be remembered, this is not a hit. 
tory of kings, or their a€tions, but an account of a few 
individuals, little noticed, and little known but amon 
themfelves ; nowile ambitious of honour or Tegard ; 
the beginning of a novel fyften, and a new fe, who 
‘without much erudition, fimply relate_matters amono 
ahemfelves, leaving others to judge of them, as they 
found thofe He and their lives to aco 
Thus four different perfons, having ome Knowledge 
of,the prophets, compiled, feparately at different times 
the annals of that ra, wie coun ae Fale 
he ancient prophecies, an a ance of 
Ra weecned Sho, or Meffiah. Convinced of¢ 
the truth of thefe things themfelves, as ye and ear wit. 
nefles, and having the whole nation as fpectatore, th 
swell knew they had only to mention one particulays 
fr the conyiétion and gaining of the con ent of the Can-= 
did, leaving the truth of their nea Omed narra_ 
tives to win its way, by the power 0 is dat {pirit With 
which they were enabled to ea cae publith thofe 
things, into their yielding Seay sewing that fads, 
however iclf-evident, and peels vith all the graceful]. 
nefs of languages would avai i ing without An 
ower of God And thus they, wit hout ftanding upon 
the nice punétilios of intervening circumftances, re- 
ported and fet down what each believed was likely to 
do moft good. Hear the men themfelves. Matt. chap. 
ij y.1, &c. Mark i. 1. Luke, confcious of the truth, 
dedicated his gofpel to one apparently in an eminent fta— 
tion, chapter i. ver. 1, &c. $ John, chap. i, ver. 1, &e. 
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I make no apology for ufing fecripture, 1+ *Becaufe it 


‘was agreed on, and I acceded to it. 2. Mr Paine quotes 
{cripture in doubt, to force it to fpeak againft the bible ; 
J quote f{cripture in confidence, knowing that it is fully 
fufficient to fupport the bible. 
2. < The filence of one book upon matters related 
in the other,” is another objegtion, This to me ap- 
pears a mark of heaven’s interpofition, in the matter as 
well as manner 3; that amidft fo much to be faid, every 
one fhould feparately add his part to the facred ftock. 
How deficient of thought and common fenfe muft aman 
be, who ex yeéts not deficiencies in the fhort account of 
an evangelift,refpecting what another had faid before him 
shen he was inclined and affilted to gather up only, a 
ieweres, the fragments of a fubje&-fo multifarious, and 
concerning a perfon of whom one of them{elyes has faid 
‘however diftant they have kept from each other in ee 
fenfe, And there are alfo many other things which Felus 
did, the which if they fhould be written every one, T Sup- 
pofes ftrong hyberbole, that even the world itfelf could 
not contain the books that fhould be written, John, chap. 


xi 25- But, 4 
2s « The difagreement that is to be found amon 


hems” &c. This isa weighty objection if true ; but - 


it is a comfort to think, its foundation is daubtfulnefs, 
? 69: Let us examine this charge a little. The ap. 
arent difagreement of Matthew and Luke, in the ge- 
nealogical account of our Redeemer, has been greatly 
objected to, but I truft fufficiently cleared up, . 


‘Your next complaint on this head, p. 70, is concern- 


jng the annunciation of the angel, &c. you fay Matthew 
jnforms,_us that it was to Jofeph, and Luke to Mary. 
jexamining the paflages, Matth. chap. i. ver. 18, &c. 
Luke i. 20, &c. which you might jufily fear looking at, 
and of courfe negle& fetting down, there appears the 
oreatelt congruity ; and if you would but look atten. 
jively 12 the firft chapter of St Luke, you would fee 
other witnefles befides Jofeph and Mary, to this uncom. 
son event. 

"You next find faule with the ftory of Herod deftroy: 
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ing the children, p- 70, and fay, it “ belongs altogether 
to the writer of the book of Matthew ; and not one of 
the reft mentions any thing about it.” In anfwer to 
this and'to all fuch frivolous objections, it was enough 
that one of them mentioned it. You alfo feem to for- 
get that the journey of Jefus Chrift fulfilled a prophecy ; 
and that the infant John lived fecurely diftant from the 
fcene of cruelty. ] ; 

You, in p. 71, attack the evangelifts refpe&ting the 
manner of wording the infeription put upon the crofs. 
«« Not any two oF thefe writers agree,” fay you, “ jn 
‘reciting, exad?ly the fame words.” However, all the 
Sour exattly agree in declaring, 1. ‘That the illuftrious 


fufferer wasa King. And, 2. That He was King of + 


the Fews, which even unbelief itfelf cannot but admit, 
‘was fufficient for the confirmation of all that had been 

redicted of the Mefliah, and all that Jefus had faid of 
Ainstele sists : 

The account of the crucifixion 1s fufficiently clear 
with all its concomitants, «fter all you fay, p..72, 8c 
to every reafonable mind, if but properly attended to, ag. 
related by the four Evangelifts. Here we have fet be- 
ore us in emblems and figures, the Jewifh ceremonies 
‘abolithed ; anew way made to the holy of holies, and 
ahe refurreétion of the body, yea, life and immortalit 
“brought to light, to day li ht, thus by Jefus Chrift, 
Hebrews, chap. x. verfe 1, Ec. &c. 1 really pity this 
~centleman, he is fo much obliged towall in trammels, 
‘ie dares not look beyond the limits of a few detacheg 
feriptures, fully confiftent all circumftances attended to 
“nor ftir beyond the precinéts of his own commentaries” 
Endeed, I know not what he would do, were it not for 
the frifks of his own pen, with which he now and then 
aupufes himfelfa little. Jf the belief of the bible ham_ 


*pered its votaries, as much as the unbelief of jt does a 


enemies, 1 fhould not wonder at Mr P. riling as aman 
fond of liberty, to extricate his enflaved fellow creatures ; 
“but when they are walking at large, with pucinedts the 
thoft extenfive, and expectations the moft atfering, he 
daringly to inyade their territories, and. deceittully az. 
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‘tempting to infnare and lead them blindfold to the gloomy 
manfion of deifm, where all is ‘¢ doubt” and uncertainty, 
how fhould he be fhunned, and his maxims detefted ? In- 
fenfible muft that man be to his own prerogatives, and 
the mind to its immortal powers and privileges, tamely 
to fubmit to his fhackles, or to be bound in fuch fetters. 
You fay, page 73, ‘ The writer of the book of 
Matthew fhould have told us,” &c. No, it was 
enough to relate it for the pious to believe 5 it was 
enough being related, if but by one, for the Jews and 
enemies living to deny. But this was a ta‘k; none then 
near there, if any, any where elfe, was foolhardy enough 
to undertake. No, it is much eafier at this diftance of 
time and place, to ‘¢ doubt,” and turn into ridicule, than 
it would then have been, or indeed zow is, to prove thofe 
things falfe. Nor would more, even entering into the 
indecent, unbecoming minutia, and ribaldry double dif- 
tilled, of Mr Paine, have been enough to have fatisfied 
an infidel. Befides, according to this, there are innu- 
merable obje€tions to the bible. Let ine juft mention 
_one or two to help. you out. 
_ We are no where told what kind of a well Jacob’s 
was, whether a common {pring or a draw well; whe- 
ther it was furrounded with brick or ftone, or whether 
jt had any wall round it at all; nor any intimation, if 
-furrounded, where abouts the entrance was, whether 
north or fouth ; or whether they had fteps to go up, or 
fteps to go down to the water.---In the account of the 
syounded traveller, Luke x. what deficiencies? not one 
“word is faid of the hoft, whether a Jew or a Gentile, 
a tall man ora fhort. Nor of the houfe, whether built 
of ftone or timber ; whether it had windows or wanted 
them; and what a help to fix the wra of glafs-making, 
had we been only informed whether they were glazed or 
not ? but not one word is faid of thefe things, nay, nor 
even of the fign, whether the King’s Head, or the Shears 
and Bodkin, : 
_ You add, “* Had it been Mofes,” &c. fame page, 
who had returned « not an unconverted Jew had re- 
mained,” &c. Hold, Sir, your fenfe runs too faft for 
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your reafon, and your fuppofition, for matters of fac. 


And there appeared, once upon atime, Mofes and Elias, 
fay cye witnefles, but who were converted by it? And 
what effe€t upon unbelievers and infidels, had the re- 
feoration of the widow’s fon from death, though done 
before multitudes ? Or the refurreétion of Lazarus, in 
open day? It is well known the latter raifed the jea- 
loufies of the {cribes, &c. and roufed their malice into 
ation againft the gracious author, who has well obfery- 
ed, in his word, If thev hear not Mofes and the prophets, 
ies will they be perfuaded, though one rofe from the 

Cad. 

With regard to the refurreétion, you do not deny, 
nor attempt to deny it, only you fay, p- 74, ** The 
writers, whoever they were, difagree fo much, as to 
make it evident that none of them were there.’ Well 

but that is no proof againftit. The few detached parts, 
a word here, and a fentence there, you have picked out. 
prove nothing againft the account, but taken as they 
fiand, and all circumftances confidered, they moft cleay_ 
ly eftablifh the truths recorded ; and evéry way, by a 
variety of incontrovertible evidences and things, fupport. 

and confirm the divine miffion of thefe men, and the 
important matters they relate, 

The expreffion ufed by St Matthew, ** Uyyj7 thts 
day,” p.70, which you make as an argument to pr a 
that he did not write the book that bears his el oe 
fhews your inattention. It fhould be remembered he 
St Matthew is fuppofed to have written his gofpe] ab, 8 
Anno 39, fix years after thefe matters happened out 
might well furprife the man of God, that fuch 4 b It 
faced falfehood, amidft fo many witnefles to th are= 
trary, fhould have fo long prevailed among this setdates 
people, and extorted the fentence with wonder oe 
this day!” ; ey 

« The ab(urdity alfo of the ftory is Worth noticing 7 
you fay, p. 76, that is, the ftory which was haces 
to invalidate the truth of our Lord’s refurreStion= el 
xxvii. 11, 12, &c, I join iflue with you ees sa 
you veill remember that St Matthew does not fay ie 
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foldiers defcribed the “« manner and perfons”’ in particu- 
lar, but fuited their ftory to their fubje& ; and as to the 


«© abfurdity” of it, forget not, that it is part of deifin, © 


and all the confequent honours of it, deifts are wel- 
come to. 

« T come now,” fay you, p- 76, ‘ to that part of the 
evidence in thofe books, that refpeéts the pretended ap- 
pearance of Chrift after his pretended refurreétion.” 
Here you drive faft through the four Evangelifts, and 
move a little quicker than you willallow our Redeemer 
to have done, if feven miles and a half took him up a 

whole day to walk, p. 78, Here-I fhall follow youa 
Jittle clofer, and examine more minutely than the laft, 
the evidence you bring to invalidate this part of the fa- 
_cred hiftory, becaufe on proving or overturning this. 
great things depend. o 3 

I fee nothing impra€ticable, taking it in the ftri@ef 
fenfe, in our Lord meeting his apofiles on the day he 
yofe, at a mountain of Galilee, Matt. ch. xxviii. 7.10. 
16. 17. feeing fone parts of that province were not far 
froin Jerufalem, according to fome ; and his attendin 
two of the difciples in their journey to Emmaus, whic 
Mark takes notice of, chap. xvi. 12; and Luke relates 
more fully, chap. xxiv. 15, &c. Tn the mean time his 
apofiles might return, and Jefus give them the meetin 
at Jerufalem in the evening, after leaving the difciples 

‘at Emmaus, Jobn, chap. xx. 19 ; there was time c- 
nough without taking in the {peed of fpirits to the ac- 
count ; for after he had retired, the two difciples refoly- 
jng to return, fet off and reached in time the well-known 
poule of refort, perhaps the place where our Redeemer 
had eaten the paffover with them before his death ; reci- 
rocally to give and thare information and joy on the 
{olemnly pleafing occafion of their Lord’s being reftored 
to life; where, while they were relating their late ad- 
venture to the setae Jefus entered the room, Luke 
oxi 6 (C3 F 
fee te eel) conceive, all thofe difficulties and 
contradictions, p. 76, 77, &c. are vanifhed quite, and 
the gofpels full hononrably hold their place, and the 
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i s are eftablifhed. on the moft perma- 
ot plegisetauhes that the contradi@tions, &c. with 
Saath the Evangelifts are charged, and for which they 

fo illiberally treated by you, Sir, are not to ‘be found 
ie ns ae but only where they ever have been, in the 
Ydeas of bad men, and in bad books. . ‘ 
You fay, p. 785. ££ As to the account of Chrift being 
feen by more than five hundred at once, it is only Paul 
who fays it, and not the five hundred,” &c, We admit 
that he faid it, and what a challenge was this to al] the 
world of enemies? but we want proof that the five hun. 
dred did not fay it. “If they had not, and could prove 
the apoftle was wrong, as the moft of them, alluded to, 
were then living, why did they not do it? But this isa 
very unfair way of arguing---but what are we to ex. 
peét? any thing to help out a bad caufe, and to iavalie 

date evidence deadly to deifin. m 

«T come now,” you add page 70, “ to the 
that of the afcenfion into heaven, which, if tr 
feal the whole, and ought to have been as public as the 
crucifixion,” &c. ‘The proofs of the afcention 35 10 the 
time, place, and manner, were not fo effential as thofs 
ofthe crucifixion and refurre€tion ; nor could they be fy 
clear, becaufe in the one, man was the chief agent, and 
in the other, the Redeemer’s prefence, fome where or 
other, to fome one or other, in the houfe, Mountain, &o, 
were fo many firengthening evidences of th 
tion, which in this were all wanting. But, 

1. There are witneffes fufficient to prove it to the f 
tisfa€tion of reafonable men ; the teftimony of tl 
had been prefent, and both faw and heard, 
14a 250) 

“ i proved itfelf by the confequent Promifes being 
fulfilled ; the gift of tongues; the help afforded the a2 
pofiles to accomplifh wonders in ae Miracles, and 
humanizing men, ‘Thele are fuch felf evident fas, 
with incontrovertible proofs down to our own day, that 
I fhould really think my {elf as well employed in proving 
Mr Paine’s Age of Reafon to be A punted book, or that 
the fun is in the firmament, as to fpend time in proving 
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the afcenfion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, feeing there is 
befides, the teftimony of angels to confirm it. Acts c. i. 
1 to 14. 

Page 80 you fay ‘“ I have now gone through the ex- 
amination of the four books afcribed to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John,” believing it ¢ impoffible to find in 
any fiory (alluding to the refurre&tion) upon record, fo 
many, and fuch glaring abfurdities, contradiGtions, and 
falfchoods, as are in thofe books ;” and feem convinced 
«¢ that the bible and teftament are impofition upon the 
world ;---that the fall of man, the account of Jefus Chrift 
being the fon of God, and of his dying to appeafe the 
wrath of God, and of falvation by that ftrange means, 
are all fabulous inventions, difhonourable to the wifdom 
and power of the Almighty ;---that the only true reli- 

ion is deifm, the belief of oné God, and an imitation 
of his moral chara&ter, upon this I refted all my hopes 
of happinefs hereafter. So I fay now—and fo help me 
God.” 3 

The contradiétions,” &c. Mr P. fpeaks of, arife 
folely from his mifunderftanding of, and mifapplying 
qwhat is written, as we have already feen, when the books 

re fuffered to {peak for themfelves, and of courfe, can 
only increafe with the firength of prejudice againft fads, 
nd hatred of the plaineft truths. 

As to the ‘¢ bible,” &c. being an impofition ; when 
man wanted help and could not procure it, it was an ex- 
cufeable obtrufion to force a kindnefs upon him he did 
not merit, and could not expect. It is furely a bearable 
- padge of bondage to be laid under the preflure of an ob- 
figation for which we had nothing to give, and without 
which we muft have lived in darknefs, anddied in doubt. 
As to “ the fall of man,” being ‘ fabulous,” we have 
only to recur to your account of the prophets and Evan~ 
celifts to prove that difagreeable truth ; for it is impo- 
ible to adinit of the govdnefs, wifdom, and purity of 
God, and at the fame time allow that thefe murderous, 
lying, impudent, filly characters are the perfect work of 
his holy hands. You are again caught in your own net. 
You mutt either admit of the fall, or give up the wit 
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i f Mofes, &c. and 
dom of God; either deny the badnefs o S, 1 
the Evangelifis, or retra@t what you have faid—which 

leafe. 

wf the fall be proveable, the recovery is an abfolute 
confequent ; and what could fatisfy infinite juftice, but 
an infinite facrifice? and where fhall that be found but 


in the Infinite ?- and how fliould it be brought about but 


by the Infinite becoming, as far.as could be, finite to ac- 
éomplifh it? Here again we falute the virgin’s Son ; 
the Wonderful, Counfellor ; the mighty, or ftrong God ; 
the Babe born in Bethlehem ; who, and accomplithing 
which, inftead of being  difhonourable to,” js the vex 
** wifdom and power of the Almighty,” and will, of all 
his works, refle@ the greateft glory on Him to al] 
nity. 

“ True religion is deifm.” Pray, Sir, where Wo 
have been informed of the rinciples, worthy no 
deifin, without the bible ? iyitere Can you learn the be 
ing, virtues, pleafure and will of God, fo fully as there? 
J really with to know, for wherever it is, I am Confej_ 

- ous, if to any clearnefs, it will coincide, not clath, With 
that precious book. But you appear fomething like thofe 
let intoa fecret, who when well acquainted with all its 
parts, defpife the inftruétor, and ridicule the inftruGtions 

fou reft *¢ al] your hopes of happinefs hereafter ot 
the belief of one Gop, and praétice of moral Virtues,” 
I prefume, not, Sir, to force my creed upon You, but.” 
do confefs, I durft not venture my happinefs hereagi¢ 
on fo apparently fandy a foundation: I take not upon 
me to call in queftion your morals; but, Sir, if they - 
to be judged of from your writings, and the treatinent 
you ofter Mofes, the other Prophets, Jefus Chiig, and his 
Apofiles, the decifion, I expeét, will be Very little in 
your favour. How well you imitate the Moral virtues 
of God there, needs no great degree of Pchetration to 
difcover. Indeed, Sir, 1 am fhocked to hear a man 
talk of his imitation of God’s moral chara&ter, who has 
gone fuch lengths in degrading by the moft infamous 
means, his fellow creatures, if the bible was but com: 
mon hiftory, and broken almolt every tie that binds 
fociety. 


eter- 


uld you 
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Tf, Sir, your writings are a tranfeript of your minds 


how unhappy muft your {tate be? and in this condition 
your paflions wrought up to the utmoft degree of uncer= 
tain phrenfy, in the dreadful dilemma to quiet the cla~ 
mours of your uneafy confcience, you adopt the lalt great 
decifive of an unhappy apeftate, whom you yourfelf in 
another place cenfure on the fame account, and awfully 
fwear to all! p. 80. I hefitate not amoment, Sir, totell 
you, you are every way deceived. Your truft will come 
to nothing. The hypscrite’s hope fhall perifh s whofe 
hope foall be cut off, end whofe truft fhall be a fpider’s 
qed... Your next refuge mult be Atheifin, the Jaft re= 
fource of erring minds. But would you, Sir, efcapes 
and indeed imitate God’s “ moral virtues,” haften to 
Jearn how of the defpifed Nazarene, and of thofe who 
thought it their greateft glory to make him. the,fubjee 
of their predictions, and the obje& of their love, ado=- 
ration, and obedience, the prophets and apoitles. 
«* But to return to the fubjeét,” fay you, page 80, 
‘What fubje&t ? Why, the gofpels, Well, but you faid 
ou had. gone ** through the examination,” &c. If you 
chufe to run backward and forward, IT thall not follow 
solty OT need 1, for the moft material things you have 
Yivanced for two or three pages, I have contidered ; only 
jr feems firange that you will have the four evangelifts 
jo be refolved on lying, and yet not allow them fenfe to 
contilt how to lie to the beft advantage. I fee you fome- 
times difcover the. {nare before you are caught in it. 
page 83, you fay, “ Thole who are not much ac- 
nainted with ecclefiaftical hiltory may fuppofe, that the 
book called the N.T cftament has exifted ever fince the 
time of Jefus Chrift.” ‘Whe truth, doétrines, and wri- 
tings that compofe it, have been ever fince, or foon afters 
put they Were not collected and put into fuch order; 25 vi 
nd them, till fome years after. “The firft thing the apo! 
tles did after the day of Pentecoft, according to divine 
appointment, was to go and preach every where, to ga- 
ther. 2 church and people together. When this was 
done, to edify the faciety, and to inform rifing pofterity, 
and tohave aguide and eae in doctrine, ordinances 
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and difcipline, to minifters and people in time to comes 
the evangelifts, it is believed, were defired to write an 
account of thofe things they themfelves were eye-witnef- 
fés of concerning Jefus Chrift, 8c. which they did, in 
different parts and at different times, the account of each 
writer bearing his own name, not 300 ycars or more, as 
you fay in this page, which I fhall more fully confider 
by and by, but it is fuppofed St Matthew's was Writ- 
zen about fix years after our Lord’safcenfion---St Mark’s 
about eleven—St Luke’s twenty-two—and St John’s 
about fixty-four years after that time. . 

«¢ Difputes ran high,” you fay, page 84, “ among 
the people then” about the year 35° “ calling them. 
felves Chriftians.” What then ?So they now do, both 
«© as to points of doétrine,” and “ the authenticity of 
zhe” gofpels ; and fo they fill will, while there are men 
Yiving whofe faith and prattice are oppofed by thofe 
books. As to “¢ the conteft between the perfons Calleg 
St Auguftine and Faufte about the year 400” page g 
What is that to the purpofe? What have you to ae 
with them ? Neither of their names is in the bible. 
you have promifed to keep to that book over and over, 
and to confute itfelf, oly with itfelf. But pray who 
3s Faufte ? An oppofer of the truth. 

No wonder fuch a man called thofe books « tales 
forgeries, and lies,” p. 85, feeing they fo much clafh. 
ed with his views. Thefe are the beft, the only ay oa 
ments and proofs, bible-haters have, againft that facteg 
volume. pits. 

As to your evidence againft the bible from Boulgy cr 
page 86, in his life of St Paul, they are alfo contrary ¢4 
your promifes, you have again and again declared, as I 
have thewn, you would ufe no other proof againgt, bue 
what you found in, the bible. ‘I will not g0 out of the 
bible for proof,” &c. fay you, p18. Bur who is this 
Boulanger 2 And what the proof he brings? an enemy 
to the bible. f 

Who are his evidences? The rankeft of heretics ; the 

axcionifts, the followers of Marcion, who lived in the 
beginning of the fecond century ; who being excommus 
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nicated by his own father for his wickednefs, took ume= 
brage at the firi€tnefs of gofpel difcipline, and the faith- 
fulnefs of the orthodox, and fet up for himfelf. He de- 
nied the real birth, incarnation, and paflion of Jefus 
Chrift, and held them to be apparent only. He denied 
the refurre€tion of the body, rejeted the law and the pro- 
phets, but admitted the gofpel of St Luke, excepting 
the two firft chapters; and likewife the epiftles of St 
Paul, with fome alterations. 

«© The Manichtions, who formed,” fays your friend, 
‘« a very numerous feé& at the commencement of Chit 
tianity-’ Their tenets were fomething fimilar to the 
Marcionilts. 3 5 xt 

«« ‘The Ebionifts, or Nazarenes, who were the firft 
Chriftians, rejeQed all the epiftles of St Paul,” &e. 
But your companion forgot to tell us they received the 
golpel of St Matthew, though in other refpe@s very er- 
yoneous, denying the divinity of Jefus Chrift, &c, 
How true did Mr Paine fpeak when he faid, page 18, 
se Falfe tefuumony is good againft itfelf?” How de 
thefe prove, 1- he authenticity and antiquity of the 
New "Teftament as we have it, and in that the trath of 


yd? \ 
the pow do thefe contradi& Mr Paine in afferting, 
10683) << There was no fuch book as the New Tel. 


yament till more than 300 years after Chrift?” Such 
evidence from enemies Is very valid, and the moft in- 
controvertible. “Thefe as much prove the exiftance of 
the New Teftament with its doGrines, &c. in thefe 
ages, as Mr Paine’s Age of Reafon, proves the bible 
exifting in our day. 
The fcorn and contempt you again exprefs to Mofes 
and Jefus Chrift, to the old and new part of the bibles 
age 87) &e, I pafs over, being but a repetition of yout 
nfual bitter inveCtives againft truth and its authors, and 
come to “ The Epifiles of Paul,” page 89. 
You appear rather inclined to favour them, but 
« The chara&er of Paul,” fay you, ‘* has in it a great 
eal of violence and fanaticifm,”” &c. page 90. Are you 
fare of that? Perhaps, tome would have fubftituted the 
2 
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avord zeal for <¢ violence ;”” and for the word “ es 
giaticifin.’---W hat is fanaticifm ? It isa Ege cows 
dreffed up by priefts, to frighten mankind from the fie 
of the gofpel, and which deifts ufe againft the truth. It 
ds the cant-word of the day, and means generally from 
the mouth of a prieft, or the pen of an infidel, what the 
-word leveller on certain occafions means, — It is a ftop- 
gap, a great help in a lame argument 3 it frequently 
ounds ofta period, both from the pulpit and Prefs, with 
sneither fenfe nor reafon in it, to the aftonithment of 
anultitudes. But, fanaticifm, and if Mr Paine does not 
know it, “ it is civility,” returning the compliments, ' 
«* to inform” him, is, 1. To look for an end without 
‘mean. | 2. Joying inan uncertain good. “Phan which 
nothing can be more contrary to the bible, to Paul and 
to his friends, 

Your arguments on St Paul's reafoning 
wechion, page go, &c. are grofsnefs in the lump. 

Ido not wonder at the bible refurreCtion appearin 
fo gloomy” toyou, 1. Becaufe your hopes of happi- 
nefs, though ratified by oath, page 80, are cut off b 
that book. 2. Beeaufe your premifes are fo abfurd, 
and your conclufions fo heavy ; and from thefe rife thofe 
mean ideas, preferring the enjoyment of a « fnail” to 
that of an immortal mind, capable of pleafure arifing 
from communion and intercourfe with God 5 o¢ even 
the gaady wings of a «€ butterfly,” to a pure {pirit, 
{wifter than lightning, and brighter than the fun, 

«« Sometimes Paul affeéts,” you fay, page 92 «* to bea 
naturalift, and to prove his fyftem ot refurreGtion fron 
the principles of vegitation. “€ Thaw foo),” fays he, 
*¢ That which thou foweft is not qiickened, except if dip? 
$©’Yo which,” you fubjoin, “ one tight reply in his own 
janguage, Vhou fool, Paul, that which thou foweft is 
not quickened, except it die not.” I apprehend he has, 
however, the beft of the argument of you here alfo. 
Grain des die, What is death? A tranfnutation, a 
changing from one ftate to another 5 juft f in this ve! 
getable death; the grain mu/t dic, tranfmute, change, 
or itwill never produce its kind. Death is not corm 


on the refur. 
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nuption, it 18, generally {peaking, corruption’s predecef- 
for, or parent. The germ, or fubftance of the grain 


rifes from the fhell or ufk, like the foul at death fronz 


the body, bearing pure, living, proper grain, as will the 
immortal body rife at laft from death. But, fay you, 
page 94, ‘* The grain that dies in the ground never 
dees nor can vegetate.”” You fhould have faid, rots, or 
perifbes, in the ground, &c. And you aid, “ The liy- 
ing grains only produce the next crop.” The living 
grains, properly, are the next crop. . 

But you endeavour to help the apoftle next paragraph, 
faying, “ The progrefs of an animal, from one fiate of 
being to another, as from a worm toa butterfly, applies 
to the cale,” &e. Ts it fo, Sir? Does not a worm im- 

ly matter in motion, or an animated being? What 
difference there is between that and feattered, quiefcent 
duft, needs no great fagacity to tell. Had you, with 
fubmiffion, faid, The progrefs of an animal, as from x 
dormant chryfalis to a butterfly applies to the cafe, you 
would have fpoken nearer the truth, and lefs like What 
rou call the apoftle. 

Here 1 fhall take notice of a note of yours concern~ 
ing Paul, pase 86, and though it is contrary to your pro. 
miles, yet I thall indulge you in this alfo, and at the fame 
¢ime make my own ule of it. “ The Ebionifis, on 


Nazarenes, who were the firft Chriftians, rejected all - 


the epiftles of Paul, and regarded him as an impoftor » 
avas originally @ pagan 5 that he cane. to Jerufatem, 
where he lived fometime 3 and that having @ mind to 
marty the daughter of the high-prieft, he caufed himfelé 
to be circumcifed ; but that not being able to obtain her; 
he quarrelled with the Jews, and wrote againft circum 
cifion, againft the obfervation of the fabbath, and againté 
all the legal ordinances.” The ufel make is, 

q. If the fir? Chriftians, whether right or Wrong is 
another matter, rejected the epiltles of St Paul, itig 
plain toa demonftration they muft have been written 

ne y 
ae Allowing him to have been a pagan, your friend 
fays, he wrote egainft the Jewifh ceremonies, 


(eBid 
3. He was at Jerufalem whilft a Jewith high-prieft' 
there to get his daughter, which could not be after the® 
temple was deftroyed, and that was about forty years. 
after our Lord’s afcenfion- 

Now Sir, from this teftimony you muft, 
’ y,. Either fhew us other writings of St Paul, with: 
equal proofs, againft the Mofaic ceremonies, befides: 
what we-have, or you muft adinit of them. And if you: 
admit,of them you muft admit of the do&trines of the 
ofpel, yea, the truth of the Old and New Teftaments,. 
Bo. 1, Le 8 its 35 4. 

2. You muft either difcard your auxiliary and hig 
zeftimony, or admit of the antiquity and truth of the 
New Teftament, as ftated in itfelfand by its friends 
aaa you think proper. 3 ad 

s¢ T here,” fay. you, page 95, * clofe the {ubj 
the Old meee al Sie ‘New. ‘The bce 
have produced, to prove them forgeries is extraQed from: 
the books themfelves.” Only part fo, however.-«« And 
atts like a two-edged {word,” &c. That is true, but i¢ 
iurns out, unhappily for you, to the deftroying your en 
deayours to overturn the bible, and more abundantly to 
clear up and confirm, I appeal to matters of fact, the 
‘whole truth of that moft bleffed book. ‘ 2 

[fin the paft part you have hewn and cut dow, y 
bible, here, ai 8 the end you feem greatly Maat 
coming to life again, and being troublefome, £5; fi 
fall upon it like a frefh man, but with old weapons, 
_ The contradiGtory impoflibilities,” fay you, p, 
«< contained in the Old Teftament.and New, put then. 
in the cafe of a man who {wears for and againfr.? re 
uch a one I believe we need not go far to fing, 1 have 
to obferve your apparent contradi@tions have been met 
and folved. eae é 

Muft it not add weight, and validity to {ecripture tef- 
timony, that, though written at fuch a diftance of times 
jwhen language wascramped, and feience imperfeat ; 

¥ various perfons, in different periods and ages of. the 
World, it can be proved after all Mr Paine fays, to have 
efs real contradiction in it, than the Age of Reafon, r¢- 


ee 
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cently and on purpofe written to difcover the abfurdities 
in that book ? { 

£. My Paine complains of repetition, page 335 and 
finds fault for want of it, page 79. ‘ 

2. He promifes over and over, page 6, 19> 18, not to 
go out of the bible for proof againit jt, and yet at p. 27> 
calls in to his hee Albenezra and Spinifa ; at page 85, 
Boulanger ; and heaps upon heaps p. 80. 
~ 3. With regard to the Pfalms, p. 40, he fays, “ The 
greater part relates to local circumfiances.” In the 
fame page he fays, «* The authors of the bible paid no 
yegard to time, place, and circumftances.” 

“4. He exclaims, p. 64, “ I have gone through the 
pible as aman through a-wood, and fell trees. “Here 
they lie.” Now who would imagine that e/éven out of 
four-and-twenty never had received a blow? Nay, but 
concerning whom he declares he would not ‘* difturb’ 
them. ' 
>. He fays, p. 82, © There was no fuch book as the 
New Teftament till more than 300 years after Chrifi’” 
And page 86, he exprefsly tells us that ** at the coz 
gencement of Chriftianity, the New Teffament-was re- 


{ pals over many more fuch contradi€tions open as 
day, nor fhall I puih my advantage of this here, but 
{imply afk, which is moft worthy of credit, the Old anc 
New Veltament, or the Age of Reafon? 4 
In the conclufion, page 97, Mr Paine fays, “ The 
molt deteftable wickedneis, the moft horrid cruelties, 
and the greateft miferies, that have affli€@ted the human 
ace, have had their origin in this thing called revelation; © 
or revealed religion.” Chat is the bible. « Tt has been 
jhe moft difhonourable belief againft the charaCter of 
the Divinity, the moft deftrutive to morality, and the 
eace and happinefs of man, that ‘ever was propagated 
fince man began toexift.” Ke. Thefe are heavy char- 
es, but it muft give pleafure to every lover of the bible 
to find that they are only charges, and that the bittereft 
ofits enemies can go no further. The moft prominent 
of this gentleman’s former objeGtions have been already 
confidered, and we fhall now attend to thefe a little. 
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ible a newly made, or lately import- 

Naas. the bible pia for our faith and manners 5 
— est it kept up as the Sibylline oracles of old, only to 
ae looked at on certain occafions, or even as It once was, 
% hibited by popith priefts, and the people forbidden to 
rae it; Mr Paine’s exaggerated account might pafs as 


true, and himfelf be Confidered as great 
fellow-creatures for his timely informati 
gers confequent on receiving that Book, as 
but confider him an enemy both to God 


We now cannot 


and man. It isim_ 


pollible to read his account without wondering that there 


can be a man fo loft to himfelf in fear or 


dares to reprefent a book in fuch a manner, whi 


felf-love, wha 


fo much of the Being, Power, Juttice, Wifdom, Works 


and Goodnefs of. God, even if he could 


not receive al} 


its doétrines. But to this gentleman, the judgments of 


od upon his enemies, are fubjects of h 


is daring mur- 


taurs, and impious complaints ; and the gracious ads of 
his kindnefe, are matters of fatire and ridicule, and are 
loft in the fink of a mind’ apparently dead to gratitude 


and all the finer feelings. 


How are we affected, for inftance, when alive to the 
{weet emotions of fympathy, when we read of the fide. 
lity of a Pyrhias to preferve his friend, or a Curtius to 
fave his country ; or, tocome to things of a more recent 


date, of that illuftrious Frenchman Eu/ftace de §+ 
with his Companions of immortal memory, who t 


Pierre, 
© fave 


their fellow citizens, haftened to put on the garh of 
guilt, and the sone of criminality, and fled t¢ Mee 


death at the feet o: 3 
* how are we ftruck on reading thefe, and 


the invader of their country, | 


fe 
fuch like Bes 


R . C= 
counts, when in the pofleffion of fenfations that do ho. 


nour to human nature, and, though nowife interefted, 


to fuch 
n thou. 
Is us God hag 


w readily do we offer our tribute of applaufe 
how readily p 
generous chara@ters !_ Yet, what are thefe, or te 


fand times more, to what the bible tel 


dene for man? When we read of the indi 


has offered God, and at the fame time of his obligations 


tohim, onewould be ready to think that an 


enmity would 


have taken place, which nothing could inradicate, “But 


gnities man ~ 
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inftead of that, to the aftonifhment of heaven‘and earth;” 
HE contrives and effects their deliverance; kindly, 
keeping alive the memory of his mercy in mercies, 
means and men, till the glorious appearance of the 
Mefliah the Virgin’s Son, yes, Sir, the Virgin’s Son, 
the Serpent-bruifer. We again joy tohail Tuer, O 
Desire or Narions!-and delight to own’ Thee in 
each fhape and name. But, loft in the amazing mag- 
nitude of thy love and fufferings, how: fhall we exprefs 
the debt we owe Thee ! i ; ; 

‘© The bible teaches-us rapine, cruelty, and mur- 
ders.” Gracious heaven, where are we! was ever a man 
fo loft to decency, fenfe and reafon ! Was ever a man 
fo much at variance with hirafelf, with God, or man, 
as this? Had you faid the bible is full of indignity, for= 
row, and grief to God on account of man, it had been 
nearer the truth. If nations or individuals fuffered, it 
was for their rebellion; and in righteoufiiels towards God 
and others; but, as if determined: to exceed: depravity, 
and outdo in offering an infult to heaven, thefe you com~ 
miferate, and the forrows of innocence you deride. “Phe 
jlluftrious Deliver of mankind, is the obje& of your 
panter, feorn and contempt. Sir, I am implicated, and. 
my fpecies, in the infults you have offered the Son of 
Mary, the Son of God. What {hall be done ?---H 
path fet us an example, He bears with and fpares you, 
nor will we, thongh we muft oppofe you, ceafe, amidft 
our unprovaked revilings,-to pray for and pity you. 

Phe bible is the “¢ origin of the moft deteftable wicks 
ednefs, the moft horrid cruelties-~-deftruétive to mora 
fity, and the peace and happinefs of man.” O imon- 
{grous perverfion of reafon and truth! You here impeach 
my judgment, and that of the bulk of Europe for ages. 
You infinuate here, thatin believing and approving of the 
bible, am an abettor, with all fuch, of thofe dreadful e- 
vils,and an enemy to God and man. 1 ep aes youE 
evidences, but find them weak, contra af aoe ne falfe, 
every way unworthy receiving, ee any i oe ee he fmal~ 
jefe grain of fenfe to rifk. Now naving done with 
evidence, you fall to declaiming. But, Sir, though [ 
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confefs you are an adept in this art; yet, as fcorn aty 
derifion are no great marks of Renitia, and are generally 
the laft auxiliaries called out'tohelp in a bad caufe 3,an 
as banter can bring no convi&tion to a candid enquirers 
your efforts I truft will prove abortive here alfo. But 
you fay ‘ the bible of creation is inexhauftible in texts,’ 
page 106. If we look at the bible itfelf, and Compare 
it with matters of fa&t we fee and know, it wil] appear 
uuite a different book from what you reprefent it, and 
full of the cleareft texts. ‘ 
Where are fufficient rules for fociety made Plain 2 
- Among the /tars 2 ; 
Where is mercy to an enemy difcoverable in Precept 
and practice? Among the trees 2 


here are the molt ufeful things to man unfolded 2 
In the water 2 ; 
here difcover our foul’s excellency and Worth 3 
Among the fowls of heaven, or the ses of the feg > 
here learn our duty to our aker ? Among the 
clods of the valley 2 
here look for inftru@tions to fet us right if Wron 2 
Among the /bruds of the Soret, or in the &rafs of the 
eld ? 
# Where find a ftimulus to virtue? In the Leauties of 
the /ulip, or in the fcent of the rofe i hae 
Thefe are the leaves of Mr Paine’s bible, but we 
want a teacher. If he can himfelf read here, he fhouig 
be civil to thofe who cannot 3 and if he will not Tead in 
our bible now, let him not defray it, for T dare diving 
it was at leaft his horn-book at firlt, and that j was 
there he began his « a b, ab,” in the alphabet Of crea. 
tion ; if it was not by this he rofe, ifrifen he 8 to utter 
the wonderous founds of ‘ hic, hac, hoc,” jn this com. 
plex language, where there are fo Many letteys With 
four feet. \ q f k 
Lefs tedious, more certain, an nore pleafant is the 
bible, though to many full of myfteries; put the canfe 
Mmay be in themfelves, It is well known that alt men 
“ve not equal powers or abilities ; many have Not \ca~ 
Pacities fufficient to take in enough of the myfieries of 
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2 commion handicraft bufinels, to get bread and clothing 
by. -Thoufands are loft in the depths of philofophy, 
and loft to fociety, who, had they known how to have 
earried themnfelves, might have been ufeful members of 
the community. But in the profundity of revelation, in 
its brightnefs, beauties, ufefulnefs, connection, and ful- 
nefs; in its author, doétrines, duties, and privileges, 
thoufands and myriads are bewildered, from the falfe 
- ideaS ne Ho and wrong principles they fet out upon. 
They think all God’s reafons of conduét fhould be 
Engen and bear an analogy with their own ; and that 
the ee of nature fhould be every way as ex- 
icable in his being, attributes, word, and ways, as if he 
was their menial fervant. ‘The contents ap tte bible 
muft be as intelligible to their capacities, however im- 
erfe€t, as a common problem in Euclid is to a learned 
ynathematician. They muft fathom its divine depths by 
the fuperficial line of their circumferibed capacities, or 
they flout, they fpurn, they fcoff, they rail---become 
deifts, laugh at all revelation, and lampoon and. deride 
all who have lefs confidence of their own parts, and 
more confidence in God, It is poflibie, I own, by de- 
clamation only, to puzzle the moft felf-evident axiom 
FS philofophy, mathematics, or divinity ; by this, the 
Jaineft truths may appear clouded, as the faireft cha. 
racter may lie under prong fufpicion by malicious re- 
orts, of bafe'inuendoes. But if Mr Paine thinks that 
his farca(ms and ridicule are fufficent to overturn truth 
with thinking men, he val find himfelf imiftaken, 
They may do with thofe who with, and whofe intereft 
it is, oy oe Bele ey Be fle g spat bs artiles is 
light, ard too 11 terved to demolith the good man’s 
Cel deftroy the believer's citadel, or overthtowr the 
pulwark and outpofts of the Deity. For, firm as their 
reat Author, the fcriptures have {tood, not aay the 
Thock of time uninjured, but the united attacks o den 
yils and bad men in every age, without harm. Precious 
truths! peculiar is your fituation ; Satan and Deifts 
would not have you éelieved ; Papifts would not have 
you read; and many Proteftant priefts would not have 
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‘ 4 ienced, and ar2 as great enemies to your power, 
Sone e cethe others is ea your forms and contents. 
But its divine author fays, “© It fhall accomplifh that 

i, he. 
a and benef naturally lead him to en- 
quire after things paft, prefent and to come-. God, con- 
defeending to indulge him, has given him in the bible: 
the beft account and moft agreeable to his fituation and 
nature. God there unfolds to man his own Cxiftances¢ 
and hence, that he is, is an objeét of my fait 


> 
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he is. Juft fo all the myfteries of the Trinity, in all 
the perfons, offices, and characters ; together With 
every thing we cannot fee, or our fenfes Perceive, but 
which are made known to us for our inftrution, help 
and comfort, and which will prove fo, if our pride a 
unbelief do not binder ; to’ which we fhould the mo, 
readily accede, fince the defcriptions in the bible are te 
confiftent to every thing in nature we have any acqaj ° 
tance with. The things pafling among us With Sa 
we are daily converfant, are the accounts of the Mee 
fubftantiated, as far as the parts we live in can ihe $ 
femblance. Were we in the eaft, our eyes Would sm %% 
fully fee, our ears hear, and our hands handle, the truik 
of the {criptuies. The fragments of Babylon, & 
and the defolations in Paicftine—yea the archives o¢ S 
enemy to the Chriftian faith would overturn all M; pa 
argements againit, and unite in fupport of. bible hic 
tory. 
Our very paffions and appetites, bear witnefs 

truth of the facred records ; fo that if we had no b 

if we formed ideas confiftent with our ftate, We, {ho ne 
juft think as we now do. Such Congruity and larinons 
are there in the works, word, and ways of Gog y 
us, fo far as we know ; beneath and around us, fo far as 
we can difcover ; and within us, fo far as we fee], 
‘Thefe things are a tranfcript of the bible, which that 
book kindly helps us to underftand. . So that jn fact, a 
man mult deny his fenfes, and do extreme violence to 
the powets of his body and mind, before: he can give 
up the bible, 
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Thus, whilft this blefled book informs us of a God, 
his attributes, &c. it difcovers to us how to pleafe hinz 
and be happy. Mr Paine fays it is ¢* deftruétive to the 
peace and happinefs of man” and fair ftand the max— 
ims of a heathca, for the well-being of fociety, in com- 
parifon of the bible: See p. $9, Note. Let us examine. 

Confider we man as a inember of the community, as . 
ao accountable, immortal creature, where fhall he find 
direGtions fo fuitable to him as in the bible? View him 
aS a Citizen in the capacity of a magiftrate. “What in- 
ftru€tions! Exod xxii. chap. Deut. i. 17, xvii. 14, &ev 
and xxiv. 17. In fhort, Yhat juftice might be every 
way adminiftered, every man’s rights enjoyed, the afflic— 
ted find comfort and ‘the neceflitous relief, feem to be 
the great cnd of the facred code. . Even how the poor 
eft may fleep in fafety and cafe, engages the attention 
of God himfelf, Exod. xxii. 22,27. Hear further his 
concern exprefied, Ee tept him, his people as one, as 
the apple of his eye. What are the maxims of Solon’s 
fyftem in zheory, when compared to thole of the bible’s 
in practice 2 God refented the indignities offered his 
people, from even the grandecs of the earth, He re~ 
proved kings Ser their fakes, faying, Touch not Mine a- 
jointed, and do my prophets no harin. Thefe, Sir, were 
doing tefi hundred years before Solon bake, and record= 
ed near to five hundred years before he exifted 3 and to- 
wards perfons too, fome of whom you even prefer the 
company of devils to, page 97. Perlis it may not ale 
ways be the cafe. But further, He that toucheth OU ge 
loucheth the apple of his eye. The very hairs of your fen 
are ali numbered. "Thefe are the © maxims” of a book: 
Mr Paine calls “ horrid,” « deteftable,” ** impious,’™ 
«¢ fhocking,” ‘* deftrugtive to morality, and the peace 
and happinefs of man.” It may be fo, but it can only 
be fuch a one as Mr Paine. ; 

Confider we man ful] in a judicial capacity. Are 
coercive meafures neceflary,, and muft fome fuffer to de~ 
rer others? If you follow the bible you mix ae with 
judgment, and forty ep at moft fhall bound the pus 
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nifhment, Deut. xxv. 3. What are thefe to the hun- 
dreds, with ninefold vengeance, inflicted on delinquents 
i fates © 
ae oan demand the life? Life for life, &c. but 
without adding indignity and carrying refentment be- 
cyond death, Deut. »xi. 22, 23. 

How congenial are the maxims of the bible to man 
inan inferior {tation? Be fubjeéi ta the higher powers, 8c. 
Rule and order there muft be, and every member bat nd 
to keep and help them forward. Lockat him as 4 ‘a 
ther, mafter, hufband, their oppofites and concomj_ 
tants ; what counfel is needed that is not given? As a 
neighbour, what clear information how to proceed with 
friend or enemy ? What a guide is the bible in things 
civil, focial, and religious 2 ’Vo a man’s end and hopes, af 
worthy a human breaft, and the dignity of man He 
cleat) explicit, plain, and encouraging, from God's uit. 
tice being fatisfied in Jefus Chrift, and grace and mero 
procured for all who want, and all who come; allow} i 
things to be as ftated in the feriptures? and-we Haves = 
good a right to believe this fide of the queftion as he 
other, and of two difficulties, one of which we are SR 
der the neceflity of adopting, it is an\allowed Maxim 
we ought to chufe the leaft. “Ifthere is a God, we age 

fun no rif in following the bible, becaufe we embrac Y 
3t as his word from conviétion, it being the moft ce 
genial to our views of Him in perfe&ion of eXcellenes, 
benignity, truth and righteoufnefs, as difcovered jy 92? 
works, and felt in our ewn bofoms in the happieft iy S 
‘ments of retirement, and ferious devotion, ~—__ ane 
there is no God, there will be, of courfe, no danger uy 
attending to it ; and deriving all the comfort we ah 
get, in this chequered ftate, from Its pleafing do€&trines 
and cheering profpeéts, to all its willing Votaries, here 
and hereafter ; which rife far too high above, to be the 
preduétions of the human mind unaffified by heaven, 
and could only originate with God himfelf, 

Under thefe impreffions, and _with fuch comfortable 
fenfations, faithful minifters of Jefus Chrift, may joy. 
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fully enter their. pulpits, and freely, and boldly publifh 
to eccountable, immortal man, the facred records, and 
all the precious truths contained in the bible 5 and-un- 
der the Divine Aufpices, be as inftrumental in doing, 
good, winning fouls, and building up the church or 
God now, as holy men in times paft haye been, in hu- 
manizing mankind, and faving fouls from death 5- 
aimidft oprofition, both from men and devils. 

_ 1 am altonifhed at your intimating, page 975 “* That, 
Chriftianity was eftablifhed by the fword ;” and that. 
you fhenld draw fach uncharitable inferences concern- 
ing the whale, from the indifereet forwardnefs of one of 
the body. And I.wonder, Sir, you do not fee that the 
exerted power of Jefus in inftantly. healing the wound 
ofan enemy, muft more than compenfate for the hafty. 
a@ of a feryant, jealous for the fafety of a much loyed, 
injured, and infulted Mafter.. But, you add, page 98, 
« Tt is then falfe-to fay, thet Chriftianity was. not « fta= 
blifhed by the fword.’ Indeed, Sir, it is far more-to-” 


- fay it was. You mult forget of what you are fpeaking; | 


and to whom yeu are alluding. Had it been the com- 
pilation of the ftate maxims of a tyrant, or a fyftein of 
mere human polity, fuch a meafure as you {peak of 
would have been neceflary, and moft effeétual to the en- 
forcing of the belief and. obfervance of the fame. But 
what human.aid did He ftand in need of to enforce his 
will, to whom all power in heaven and in earth inhe- 
rently belonged ? Jefus gives you to underftand, if you 
would but read and believe, had oppofition been his de- 
fign, or earthly glory and dignity hie view, what refour- 
ces he had in his own hands, mean as he appeared, to 
accomplifh fuch purpofes. My kingdom is nol, fays he, 
of this world, &c. and that more than twelve legians of 
angels, he tells us, Matth. xxvi. 53» were cver ready at 
his call. If you would know what he fingly could ac- 
complith, fee him with his little whip of cords, terrible 
as an army with banners, driving multitudes from their 
frations, with their tables and theif treafures, where 
they were driving a agite ck gain of which, we may 
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fuppofe, was dear to them as their lives. Behold him 
allo, difpoffeffing legions at a word, one of whom, if 
but commiffioned, couldhaye flain {cores of thoufands: 
an a night.. a ’ 

_ Again, Sir, learn the power of him againft whom 
you contend, in his ftriking to the ground the hordes 
ahat came out to feize hin, with the fingle, foul-ftun- 


ming, Iam He! Kifs then; Sir, the Son Toft he be an=’ 


gry and you perifh, when his wrath is kindled bur a 
tittle. 

But further, How often did Chrift fhew and exprefs 
himfelf diametrically oppofite to fuch meafures ; and, 
excepting once, I think, alf his lifetime, againft the 
aife of fuch Weapons? And what he faid to hj 
tervant, Peter, on the above occafion, clearly evinces 
that; and fhould ferve as a warning tall who handle 
that inftrument, how they ufe it. Put up again thy 
Sword into bis, place s for all they that take the ward, 


Shall perifh with the favord. Poor, encourageméne thie 


at the off-fet, for thofe, who, according to YOu; Were 
to fight their way through the world ; and who, infleag 
of warm arguments, were about to ufe cold iron to en. 
force their doftrines, and to eftablith their Principles, 
But, no, Sir, Jefus came not to take away, but to give, 
life, both {piritual and eterrial ; and in recommendin 
even thefe, to deal with men as free agents ; anq if an 
Shave ufed harfher means for that purpofe, they have 
far miffed their way as you haye the truth, in declarin 
gas oa p- 98, “ What is it that we have learnea 
4rom this pretended thing called revealed Teligion 3» 
anfwer, every thing that can do honour to, and embe_ 
Jifh human nature in every character, Tn this, by the 
aid of the fame fpirit which affifted the Writers, and 
which is equally needed now, as at firlt, to underftang 
the fame, men’ clearly learn their duty to God ; the 
great end of their creation, and of all the Creatures gu 
Sout them. This is a comment upon God, upon his 
Works, dnd upon man to man; expreflive of his duty; 
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intereft and happinefs. It is here man contempfates 
God, and learns man. ‘This is the mirror that refle@ts 
or fhews God in all his excellencies, and the- creatures 
in all their ufes. It was from this the latent principles 
of man were firft ftirred into a€tion, and have been 
ever fince unfolding and expanding themfelves. By 
this men learned to form fociety, frame laws, found'arts 
and feiences, the fitteft for man, and the moft confift- 
ent with his ftate, and beneficial to his exiftence ; and 
the moft congenial to all the ideas, and a@tive, and ex- 
tenfive powers of his immortal mind. It is a diretory 
to every thing great and ufeful; a guide ta.virtue, and 

“a ftimulus to all good. 

Your talk, Sir, about the “ bible of ercatjon” fepa~ 
rale from this, is a perfect burlefque upon mankind. It 
is like giving a’Hebrew bible, or a Greek Teftament 
toan infant to read a chapter in, who’ knows neither 
the figure of letters nor the fenfe of founds _ Take the 
bible away, and I know no fituation in life fo dreary 
as that of the Chriftians; no fetence in the world fo 
defective as that of divinity: For traverfing feas and_ 
exploring deferts, heaven has fent the friendly loadftone. 
It would be little encouragement for the bewildered tra, 
veller, without his maps and compafs, to bid him took: 
at the fields and firmament ; or finall fatistaction to the 
mariner, far from land, with neither chart nor com- 
pals, to tell him he was fafe, if he would only look at 
the fea anddkies ; adding, Here are the beauties of crea- 
tion ; here are the wonders of the Lord. Both ‘true, 
but ill-timed ; they have an end to accomplifh, which 
talking fo helps them little in. They have a great 
charge, and their all is at ftake ; and {hould they look 
till their eyes became fixt as the orbs they gazed at, they 
would be no nearer effeGting their purpofe. It would 
prove like thegpainful tafk, the precious book fo pointedly 
speaks of, in its ufual ftrain of beautiful figure, when 
detailing the fruitlefs labour of inconfiderate man, un- 
der the judicial punifhment of heaven’ for his indiffer- 
ence and fin; Tfaiah, chap, xxix. 11,12. If men had 
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not a better guide to heaven than the book of nature, 
they might gaze upon the beanties of creation, and ftare 
at the ftars till they dropped into hell. Theology, the 
moft important fcience, would, without the bible, be- 
come the moft uncertain in the world. Yea, take the 
bible away, and you offer an infult to all fcience,. as 
much: fo, as to Janguage, in deftroying the alphabet 
of every tongue. t is there we find. in embryo, in 
miniature, the moft noble and ufeful fciences, in the, 
whole world. What! when arts, in all their perfec- 
tions are flourifhing on every hand, muft religion he 
firipped of its only help---its all, the bible? Take awa 
the bible, and you leave men without a cheek, upon their 
paffions and appetites. “Take away, the bible, ang you 
Tay the enclofure of fociety open without a fence, with. 
out an hedge, Take away the bible, and you leaye the 
world without a fun; all would become farknefs a 
uncertainty. He then of all enemies 18. the Sreateke 46. 
the prefent race, but above all to Saas Bere tons of 
men, who ftrives to wrelt the hee sae our itivke: 

To fam up all, what is it we learn from all that ho, 
been faid ? 


1. What we fet off with, viz. that « Thomas Paine 
underftands not” the bible. 2, That he is as light. a 


make blunders and miftakes, as thofe whofe blunders he 
hunts after in the bible. 3. That he can lampoon, and 
that if he has.any merit, it is in the art of falle colonr- 
ing, and deceptive ridicule; in thefe he appears ase 
fectly fiilful ; perverting the truth, and Proftitutin 
good parts'ina bad caufe. 4. We learn that as Hie) 
ftates, and circumfiances changed, fuccecding ae xh 
tions needed the fame help to know and pleat. Goa 
revelation, as others. 5, That God, ever mindfal of 
_ his creatures, raifed up men.as guides to virtue and hap- 
pinefs in fucceffion, equally qualified to help foryard 
his work, and each in his day added, as heaven pleafed, 
his ftone to the {piritual fabric, in writing and compil- 
ing the bible, till it arrived at the perfection in which 
We find it. 6, That the aid of the fame fpitit is frill 
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meceffary for to help us to underftand and praGtife the 


bible, that at firft indited, and helped holy men to write, 
and has fince affifted paft ages to attend to it. 

But fome may fay, we ought to be careful what in- 
terpolations we admit of in the bible, left we come not 
to know what is really original. True; but remem- 
ber, 1. All are originals tous. 2. Holy and infpired 
men fuch as Fofbua, Samual, Ezra, &c. are confidered 
as the compilers of the bible. 3. That with all thefe 
emendations for conne@ting and accommodating different 
things and times, the bible was thus when our Lord fo 
often quoted and recommended it. 4. When the A- 
poftles wrote, and trans{cribed fo much of, and fo fre- 
quently: alluded to it. f u - 

Let us then, 1, Read and take delight in the bible. 
2. Live it fo far as we know, and pray for the accom- 
plifhment of it in ourfelves, and in the world. 2. Con- 
fider what it has been and ftill is, a friend, a light, a. 
guide ; fure, clear, and faithful. What fituation are 
thofe nations in, that are deprived of the free ufe of the 
bible?) Bordering on a ftate of barbarifm. 

What were our own forefathers, when, under the 
defpotic dominion of Monks, this book was fupprefied? 
Degraded to almoft a level with the beaft, both in mind 
and cireumftances. What opened their eyes to fee as 
men, and to claim and regain their invaded tights, both 
in a civil and religious fenfe # The * book of Nature 2 
---Deifm ?---No! The Brere --That Book of books. — 
Say Britain, what has raifed thee to hold the predomi- 
nance in the fcale of empires, and exalted thy fons to 


the higheft fiation in polifhed focicty ? The negleét and — 


contempt, or the fiudy of, and attention to the bible and 
its facred maxims ?. To the honour of this blefled 
book, the nation, the parifh, the ia pee el 
dual, is the moft accomplithed, the wi ee and the i 
pieft of any, in erudition, erat eae ie 
their branches, where the bible is beft cape ae Re t 
attended to. 4- Confider how 1ts predid ions | ay een 
accomplifhed? Say, ye monarchies, ye nations----ye 
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* Jews, efpecially, ye chofen of God, to-chronicle to mex | 
In affertimes, His ways on earth! 5. .How have the fe 
limes been fpoken of ? It is in that book we aré fore— 
warned of thefe men and their errors. Nowy the Spir-ee 
Speuketh exprefsly, that in the latter times, fome fhall d@e— 
* part front the faith, giving head to feducing Spirits, aezQz 
H doétrines of devils; 1 Timothy iv, 1. Who foage 
bring in damnable herifies, even denying the Lord theges 
bought them. And many ball follow their perniciozes — 
ways s by reafon of whorn the way of truth fhail be eu 
Spoken of. 2. Pet. ii. Ty2. Beloved, rememberye Foo 
eA words which were fpoken before of the apoflles of ore p= 
Lord Fefus Chris How that they told yow there fou 2eg 
Le mackers in the laf time. Jude ver. 14, 18.3————= 
And were there not fuch,-it waild militate more agin te 
‘bible biftory and truth, than all that Mr Paine has faq 
i, “or can fay againft the feriptures. Laftly, Tet us cultivages 
an acquaintance with this book, and its divie AUUKon 5 
and order our condu& and converfation according tO it g 
precious rules, and patiently wait the iffue ; for 4s B43 
+ the bible fucéeeding generations have becn watt f 
| ‘tenght, and encouraged, fo by it, at laft, will the Mle ae 
= -allimen be fully and finally determined. r 
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